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News Brief

5.7-magnitude
earthquake jolts
Philippines
Manila,

An offshore earthquake
measuring 5.7 on the Rich-
ter scale jolted the Davao
Oriental province of the
Philippines on Monday
morning, authorities said.

The Philippine Institute
ofVolcanology and Seismol-
ogy said the quake, which
struck at 8 a.m,, hit at a
depth of 44 km, about 211
km southeast of Governor
Generoso town in the prov-
ince, reports Xinhua news
agency. The tremor, which
was tectonic in origin, is not
expected to cause damage
and aftershocks, the insti-
tute said. Sunday’s temblor
came a day after an earth-
quake measuring 6.3 on the
Richter scale jolted the
Davao del Sur province.

1,300 turtles seized

in Kanpur district
Kanpur (UP),

The Uttar Pradesh Spe-
cial Task Force has seized
1,300 Indian flap shell
turtles from a truck in
Kanpur while they were al-
legedly being taken to West
Bengal for smuggling out of
the country. Senior police
official T.B. Singh said that
the truck driver Rambrash
Yadav and helper Vinod
Kumar Savira have been ar-
rested for their alleged in-
volvement in the smuggling
racket.

The turtles, being
smuggled to Bangaon in
West Bengal, were found
stuffed in sacks on Sunday
and some even lay scattered
on the floor of the truck.

4,649 LoC ceasefire
violations in 2020
by Pakistan

New Delhi,
Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Monday
informed the Rajya Sabha
that in 2020 there were a
total of 4,649 ceasefire vio-
lations by Pakistan on the
Line of Control (LoC).

The Defence Minister
said that ceasefire violations
have been increasing since
2011. He said that about
14,000 bunkers were being
built and majority of them
have been completed to
save civilian lives.

Singh said the Jammu
and Kashmir government
have been providing com-
pensations to the victims
families and incase of ani-
mals also the same param-
eter is adopted. The latest
ceasefire violation took
place on February 4 in
Jammu and Kashmir's
Rajouri district in which an
Indian Army soldier was
killed.

Sasikala talks about
plan to enter

politics; AIADMK
says she has

nothing to do with

party

Chennai,

VK Sasikala, the expelled
leader of the All India Anna
Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (AIADMK), said
on Monday she will be in-
volved in active politics.

“I'm enslaved by your af-
fection, Tamil people and
cadre but | will not yield to
oppression,” she told
supporters and media in
Tamil Nadu’s Vaniyambadi.

Asked if she would visit
the AIADMK headquarters
in Chennai, she said, "Please
wait and see."

Sasikala returned to the
state after completing a
four-year prison term in
Bengaluru in a corruption
case.A poster at the border
illustrated a picture of late
Tamil Nadu chief minister J
Jayalalithaa placinga crown
on Sasikala's head that is
meant to signify that the lat-
ter remains the rightful heir
to the legacy of "Amma".
The AIAMDK, meanwhile,
reiterated that Sasikala and
those with her had nothing.

Founder Editor :

MSP was there, MSP is there, MSP will remain in the future

—Ta MK
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In touch with farmers, no strain in relations

New Delhi,

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi today praised Con-
gress veteran Ghulam Nabi
Azad in parliament while
taking a swipe at the oppo-
sition party's internal ten-
sions and the letter contro-
versy.

In his reply in the Rajya
Sabha to a debate on the
President's Budget session
speech,PM Modi referred to
Mr Azad's comments on his
native Jammu and Kashmir
and recent local polls.

hulam Nabi ji always
speaks decently, never uses
foul language. We should
learn this from him, | respect
him for it. He praised elec-

India is clear on situation on LAC,

we are not backing out: Modi in RS

tions held in J&K, but | am
concerned. | believe your
party will take it in right
spiritand not make the mis-
take of doing the opposite
by taking it as the view of
the G-23," the Prime Minis-
terremarked, using the term
foragroup of 23 in the Con-
gress who wrote to party
chief Sonia Gandhi last year
demanding  sweeping
changes in the organization.
Mr Azad, the Leader of Op-
position in the Rajya Sabha,
is among the letter-writers

seen to be at odds with the

arty's Gandhi
leadership.Prime Minister
Narendra Modi while reply-
ing to the Motion of Thanks
on President Ram Nath
Kovind's address in Rajya
Sabha said that the govern-
ment is in constant touch
with the farmers and there
is not strain in relations. The
President makes a special
address on a statement of
government policy that has
to be approved by the Cabi-
net. Discussion on the mat-

ters referred to in the
President's Address takes
place on a motion of thanks
moved by a member and
seconded by another mem-
ber. The Prime Minister will
reply to this motion in the
Rajya Sabha today. On Fri-
day,the marathon debate in
the Rajya Sabha on the mo-
tion of thanks to the
President's Address con-
cluded with 50 speakers
from 25 political parties tak-
ing part in the discussion
which was spread over
three days. The discussion
was one of the longest such
debates with high participa-
t|or|1 of members, said offi-
cials.
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President Ram Nath Kovind paying floral tributes to former President of India, Zakir
Hussain on his Birth Anniversary, at Rashtrapati Bhavan, in New Delhi.

'Country doesn't run on trust': Rakesh
PM's 'MSP will sta

Tikait on

New Delhi,

Farmer leader Rakesh
Tikait on Monday reiterated
that a law is needed on
minimum support price
(MSP) for crops, dismissing
the promise made by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in
Parliament earlier.

"Prime Minister said
'MSP hai, tha aur rahega' to-
day but he did not say that
a law will be formed on
MSP...the country does not
run on trust. It runs on the
constitution and law," said
Tikait, the spokesperson of

Bharatiya Kisan Union
(BKU).He had earlier said
that business over hunger
will not be allowed in the

country. "There will no¥

business over hungerin the
country. If hunger goes up,
price of crops will be de-

promise

ded accordingly. Those
wanting business over hun-
ger willbe driven out of the
country,"

Ready for talks, ask govt to choose date:Farmer leaders

Farmerumons agltatmg
against the three agri laws
on Monday asked the gov-
ernment to fix a date for the
next round of talks, soon af-
ter Prime Minister Narendra
Modi urged them to end
their stirand invited them to
resume the dialogue.

They, however,objected
to Prime Minister Modi's re-
marks in Rajya Sabha that a
new "breed" of agitators
called "andolan jivi" has
emerged in the country,and
said that agitation has an
important role in a democ-
racy.

A delegation from Uttarakhand meeting the Prime Minister, Narendra Modi,
in New Delhi on Monday. Union Home Minister, Amit Shah is also seen.

mer leader Shiv
Kumar Kakka, who is a se-
nior member of the
Samkyukta Kisan Morcha
which is spearheading the
ongoing stir, said they are
ready for the next round of
talks and the government
should tell them the date
and time of the meeting.

India, EU discuss possibility of opening

new areas in trade coo

New Del hi,

In its first high-level dia-
logue on bilateral trade and
investment, India and the
European Union exchanged
views on the possibility of
opening new areas of coop-
eration, especially on the re-
silience of global value
chains and regulatory
mechanisms besides key
market access issues.

India hosted the first In-
dia-EU high-level dialogue
(HLD) on February 5
through virtual mode. The
HLD was co-chaired by
Union Minister of Com-

merce and Industry Piyush
Goyal and European Com-
mission Executive Vice-
President and Trade Com-
missioner, Valdis
Dombrovskis.

The dialogue has been
established as part of the
commitment made during
the 15th India-EU Leaders'
virtual Summit held on July
15,2020, to provide ministe-
rial-level guidance to the bi-
lateral trade and investment
relations.

According to an official
statement by the European
Commission, Dombrovskis

peratlon

d Goyal discussed trade
and investment issues with
an emphasis on the socio-
economic impact of the
Covid-19 pandemic as well
as vaccine production and
distribution mechanisms,
including value chain link-
ages.

Amid the pandemic
which has claimed over 2.30
million lives, India, the
world's largest vaccine pro-
ducer,in recent weeks have
supplied Covid-19 vaccines
to several countries includ-
ing Nepal, Bhutan and
Bangladesh

Prima facie looks like hanging glacier broke away

from main structure DRDO team in Uttarakhand

New Delhi,

A team of specialists
from the Defence Research
and Development
Organisation (DRDO), which
reached Uttarakhand early

n Monday morning, con-
ducted an aerial survey of
the areas in Chamoli district
which were devastated by
flash flood triggered by gla-
cier burst yesterday. The
team said that it has col-
lected data which will be
analysed to understand the
reason behind the natural
disaster.

"Our team did an aerial
survey of the glacier where
incident took place in
Chamoli.Prima facie it looks
like a hanging glacier broke
away from the main glacier
and came down in the nar-
row valley," Dr LK Sinha, Di-

e
rector, Defence Geo-
Informatics Research Estab-
lishment of the DRDO told
news agency ANI.

"In the valley it formed a
lake which burst later and
caused the damage. The
data is being analysed by
our scientists in detail and if
required, they would again
go to get more details," Dr

Sinha further said.

At least 18 bodies have
been recovered by the res-
cuers so far.Sunday's violent
surge below Nanda Devi,
India's second-highest peak,
swept away the small
Rishiganga hydro electric
projectand damaged a big-
ger one further down the
Dhauliganga river being

built by state firm National
Thermal Power Corporation
(NTPC).Videos on social me-
dia showed water surging
through a small dam site,
washing away construction
equipment and bringing
down small bridges.

The Indo-Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP) is helping the
National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF),its state coun-
terpart, the army and
Uttarakhand Police in
searching for the missing
people and rescuing the in-
jured. The ITBP said that 13
villages have been cut off
due to the incident.

"After bridge collapsed
in Raini village during gla-
cier burst,around 13 villages
have been cut off near areas
such as Malari and

Ghansali," said Manoj Rawat,
ADG, ITBP in Joshimath.

20 dead as Yemen'’s Houthis - Rajya Sabha passes Jammu and Kashmir

step up military ops

Sanaa,

Yemen's Houthi militia
have intensified military op-
erations against the govern-
ment-controlled oil-rich
province of Marib, leaving at
least 20 people killed.

An official of Marib’s lo-
cal authority told Xinhua
news agency that “the
Houthis stepped up their
military operations against
military sites manned by the
government forces in differ-
ent areas of the northeast-
ern province’, reports
Xinhua news agency.

He said that the Houthi
fighters on Sunday simulta-
neously launched on-
ground military operations
and missile attacks against
the strategic Yemeni prov-

nce.

“The rebels advanced
militarily following intense
armed confrontations with
the pro-government forces
in Marib’s southern parts,”
the source said.

Seven Houthi fighters
were captured by the pro-
government forces during
the battles that are still tak-
ing place sporadically in
N_lalrib,according to the offi-
cial.

Medical sources at
Marib’s public hospital con-
firmed to Xinhua that
Sunday’s"battles resulted in
the killing of nearly 17 gov-
ernment soldiers and injur-
ing many others’

Earlier in the day, a
Houthi-fired ballistic I’nISSI|E

struck the headquarters of
the 3rd Regional Military
Command in the densely
populated province of
Marib, leaving three people
dead and several others
wounded.

On the other hand, the
Houthi-affiliated Masirah TV
reported that the Saudi
Arabia-led coalition carried
out four airstrikes against
Marib’s district of Serwah.

But it mentioned no fur-
ther details about the
group’s ongoing on-ground
military operations in Marib.

The Houthis'military es-
calation in Yemen followed
Washington’s indication to
remove the group from the
terrorist list, which will re-
verse the decision by the
previous US administration
under former President
Donald Trump.

Yemen has been mired
in civil war since late 2014
when the Iran-backed
Houthirebels seized control
of several northern prov-
inces and forced the Saudi-
backed government of
President  Abd-Rabbu
Mansour Hadi out of the
capital Sanaa.

The Saudi-led coalition
intervened in the Yemen
conflict in March 2015 to
support Hadi’s government.

The war in Yemen has
killed tens of thousands of
people, displaced 4 million
others, and pushed the
country to the brink of fam-
ine.

Reorganlsatlon gAmendment) Bill

New Delhi,

The Rajya Sabha on
Monday cleared The Jammu
and Kashmir Reorganisation
(Amendment) Bill, 2021 that
seeks to replace the ordi-
nance to merge the Jammu
and Kashmir (J&K) cadre of
civil services officer with the
Arunachal Pradesh, Goa,
Mizoram Union Territory

(AGMUT) cadre.The bill was
introduced in the Rajya
Sabha of Parliament last
week.

Minister of State for
Home Affairs G Kishan
Reddy said the Constitution
of India is now fully appli-
cable on Jammu and Kash-
mir,and that the bill will en-
able the availability of offic-

Fadnavis slams Maharashtra HM for ordering
probe into celebrities' tweets on farmers' stir

Mumbai,

Former Chief Minister of Maharashtra, Devendra
Fadnavis slammed state Home Minister, Anil Deshmukh for
ordering a probe into celebrities' tweets on the ongoing

farmers' protests.

"Disgusting and highly deplorable! Where is your
Marathi pride now? Where is your Maharashtra dharma?
We will never find such 'ratnas’ (gems) in the entire nation
who order probe against Bharat Ratnas who always stand
strong in one voice for our nation. Has this Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) Government lost all its senses?" Fadnavis said

ina tweet.

"Actually, now it seems necessary to probe the mental
state and stability of the ones who made such demand and
of people who ordered a probe against our Bharat Ratnas,"

he added.

Congress leader Sachin Sawant today informed that
Maharashtra Home Minister Anil Deshmukh has given or-
ders to the Intelligence Department to probe the row over
tweets by celebrities on the farmers' issue. He also hit out
at the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) alleging that national

heroes were being

intimidated

y the ruling

party.Celebrities like SachinTendulkar, Akshay Kumar, Sunil
Shetty and Lata Mangeshkar among several others had
tweeted calling for unity in the country after international
pop star Rihanna, teenage climate activist GretaThunberg
and others extended their support to farmers protesting
atthe borders of India's capital against the three new agri-

culture laws.

ers in Jammu and Kashmir
who have experience of
running union territory ad-
ministration. He said around
170 central laws are being
implemented in Jammu and
Kashmir.He said the bill will
increase the strength of of-
ficersin the union territories
of Jammu and Kashmir and
Leh.

Indian minister's remarks on transgressing
LAC ‘unwitting confession’: China

New Delhi,

Indian minister VK Singh’s statement that India has
transgressed the Line of Actual (LAC) more times than
Chinaiis an“unwitting confession’the Chinese foreign min-
istry said on Monday. Singh, the transport and highway
minister and former four-star general of the Indian Army,
was quoted in Indian media on Sunday as saying that both

countries had crossed their perceptions of

the

undemarcated LAC many times."None of you come to know
how many times we have transgressed as per our percep-
tion. Chinese media does not cover it,” Singh was quoted
as saying."Let me assure you, if China has transgressed 10
times, we must have done it at least 50 times.”

Police and Fireforce personnel cleaning the fuel poured by a last grade employee
PSC rank holder to set ablaze in front of Kerala Secretariat demanding to solve their

Thiruvananthapuram.

indefinite strike to take steps to appoint them in the existing vacancies, in

—FR-cm K
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The new Washington

Under President Biden, US foreign
policy offers change — and also
continuity on key issues. Delhi must

seize the possibilities

Remarks by US President Joe Biden and his na-
tional security adviser, Jake Sullivan, late last week
give a sense of the new administration’s foreign
policy orientation. Unsurprisingly, Biden and Sullivan
want to dissociate themselves from Donald Trump's
foreign policy. If Trump seemed eager to pull Wash-
ington away from the world and seemed to repose
little value in traditional diplomacy, Biden declared
that “America is back” and ready to reclaim global
leadership.Yet, it is equally clear that there will be a
significant continuity between the foreign policies
of Trump and Biden — especially on trade, China
and Russia.

Biden has been quick to reverse Trump's deci-
sions on walking out of the 2015 Paris Accord, on
mitigating climate change,and on theWorld Health
Organisation. But he is making no promises to re-
engage with trans-Atlantic trade negotiations or
rejoin the Pacific free trade agreement. He under-
lined the importance of ensuring that the rules of
international trade are not stacked against the US.
Biden also emphasised that “there’s no longer a
bright line between foreign and domestic policyAll
external initiatives, he said, must keep the interests
of “American working families in mind” Explaining
the president’s emphasis on a“foreign policy for the
middle class)Sullivan argued that Washington’s pur-
pose should not be about opening the Chinese
market for Goldman Sachs, but dealing with Beijing’s
“trade abuses that are harming American jobs and
American workers” This is not very different from
Trump's “America First” policy that fought against
China’s manipulation of the global trading system.
Biden'’s tough China talk is not limited to trade is-
sues.He insisted that his Administration will directly
confront China’s threat to US “prosperity, security
and democratic values’ while leaving the door open
for cooperation when American interests demand
it. Biden was equally harsh on Russia. Although
Trump was widely accused of being a protege of the
Russian President Vladimir Putin, his Administration
maintained relentless pressure on Moscow. Biden
promises to maintain that pressure if not ratchet it
up on a range of issues — from human rights to
Moscow’s meddling in democratic processes of the
West and its covert cyber warfare.

Contrary to widespread Indian pessimism on
Delhi’s prospects with Washington under Biden,
thereis considerable space for productive coopera-
tion. As the China challenge for Indo-Pacific secu-
rity continues to grow, the imperatives for Delhi for
deeper defence cooperation and regional strategic
coordination with Washington have become stron-
ger.There is also room for creative joint initiatives
on reforming the global trading system and advanc-
ing the global effort against climate change.On the
other side of the ledger, India will have to actively
manage the likely negative impact of US-Russia ten-
sions on Delhi’s bilateral ties with both Washington
and Moscow. Delhi will also need to address the
growing concerns in Washington about the NDA's
government’s illiberal turn and its democratic tra-
Jjectory. Although these concerns might look mar-
ginal at the moment, they have the capacity to push,
slowly but surely, the terms of American political
discourse on India in a negative direction.

By Rajnish Singh

New Delhi,

Ending the deadlock on
three contentious farm laws
that hit the functioning of
the Lok Sabha last week
with opposition’s protest,
the House is expected to re-
turn back toits normal func-
tioning on Monday and re-
sume motion of thanks to
the President’s address as
well as take other Business.
With indications of sev-
eral parliamentarians —
both from the opposition
and treasury benches — it
islearnt that there has been
some sort of compromise
among them on the issue

and they are now ready to
support the proceedings of
the Lower House when it
will assemble for the day at
4 p.m.

Over 10 key opposition
parties, including the Con-
gress, Trinamool Congress,
Aam Aadmi Party, DMK,
Samajwadi Party, Bahujan
Samaj Party, Nationalist
Congress Party, RSP, YSRCP,
have been protesting
against the government
seeking discussion on the
three farm laws to repeal
them. Ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party’s (BJP) former
allies Shiromani Akali Dal
and Shiv Sena have been
also staging protests

against the government
since the beginning of the
Budget Session.

While talking to IANS,
several MPs, including
Congress's senior leader
ShashiTharoor and Agricul-
ture Minister Narendra
Tomar said the opposition is
expected to participate in
the proceedings as per nor-
mal course.

Question Hour, Zero
Hour as well as other Busi-
nesses of the House are to
take place with proper coor-
dination and support of all
members. Written answers
related to the separate
questions sought by MPs
from nine ministries will be

L.ditorial

LS deadlock likely to end, Motion of Thanks to resume

tabled by the concerned
Ministers. Union Ministers
Narendra Singh Tomar will
lay answers on the table
from Ministry of Panchayati
Raj; Ramesh Pokhriyal
‘Nishank’ for the Ministry of
Education; Arjun Munda for
the Ministry of Tribal Affairs;
Dharmendra Pradhan for
the Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas; Santosh
Gangwar for the Ministry of
Labour and Employment;
Prahlad Singh Patel for the
Ministry of Culture; Raj
Kumar Singh for the Minis-
try of Skill Developmentand
Entrepreneurship; Sanjay
Samrao Dhotre for the Min-
istry of Education, and

Anura? Thakur for the Min-
istry of Finance and Corpo-
rate Affairs.

Besides, reports of the
Standing Committee on In-
formation and Technology
will be presented by Con-
gress MP Shahsi Tharoor
and BJP MP Bhanu Pratap
SinghVerma.BJP MP Locket
Chatterjee is to resume her
speech on Motion of Thanks
to the President’s Address
—atraditioninwhich all the
members of both the Lok
Sabha and the Rajya Sabha
participate after the begin-
ning of the session. The
Rajya Sabha concluded its
discussion on the motion of
thanks on Friday but it got

stalled in the Lok Sabha due
to protest by the opposition
on three contentious farm
laws, leading to adjourn-
ment of the House's each sit-
tings last week with comple-
tion of very little Business.

The Lok Sabha list of
Business also mentions gen-
eral discussion on Budget
2021-2022.

Law Minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad is to move
theThe Arbitration and Con-
ciliation (Amendment) Bill,
2021 for the consideration
and passage to amend the
Arbitration and Conciliation
Act, 1996.The Bill was intro-
duced in the House on Feb-
ruary 4.

Renowned educator, parenting expert, author Kim

John Payne to address parents 1st ime m India

New Delhi,

The Heritage Group of Schools, in partnership with
noted American parenting expert and author of the
best-selling book Simplicity Parenting, Kim John Payne,
is going to host a session for Indian parents on the topic
“Mindful Parenting for Troubled Times”on February 12.

A celebrated psychologist, a consultant and trainer
to over 200 North American independent and public
schools and a private family counsellor for twenty-seven
years, Kim Payne will also be part of the launch of a new
parenting forum called“Centre for Conscious Parenting”
intended to enable parents to be more conscious, se-
cure, inclusive,and aware of the educational and devel-
opmental needs of their children.

The webinar will begin at 6 pm and will comprise of
a session led by Kim Payne followed by a panel discus-
sion with Kim Payne, Vishnu Karthik, Director -The Heri-
tage Group of Schools and Manit Jain, Co-Founder -The
Heritage Group of Schools as panellists.

“Our vision to help children achieve their highest

potential cannot be accomplished in the absence of par-
ents who want to raise themselves to a higher level of con-
sciousness and awareness.We wish to create a community
of parents who are able to support chil-
! dren emotionally and intellectually in
every phase of their life and also ask per-
tinent questions and take necessary ac-
tion to create a more purposeful and for-
ward-looking educational ecosystem.We
1§l feelthatthereisa need for a platform for
| parents that provides latest, credible re-
search-based inputs on educational and
developmental needs of school going
children and also creates a space for in-
teraction with International and Indian
experts on various facets of parenting.We
hope to empower parents to make bet-
ter decisions for their children as much as we hope to em-
power students to make better choices,” said Manit Jain,
Co-Founder, The Heritage Group of Schools.

When asked about the session, Kim Payne said “I
am so happy to be working with parents in India for
the first time and excited about partnering with The
Heritage Group of Schools.The ethos of the Group and
objectives of the Centre echo our vision and philoso-
phy of Simplicity Parenting and | am very impressed
with the work that they are doing

The “Centre for Conscious Parenting will host ex-
pert sessions, workshops and panel discussions on a
range of relevant topics like the socio-emotional health
of children to their physical fitness and nutrition to pre-
paring them for college to name a few. Going forward
the platform will also provide an opportunity for par-
ents to hold discussions and express their views
through discussion forums and blogs. The platform is
committed to providing unbiased, credible content
from reliable sources presenting in-depth views from
multiple perspectives so that parenting is more about
joys and less about regrets.  Register for the session
through https://bit.ly/kimpaynesession

lyw Delhi,

Government’s proposal
to reduce import duty on
steel products in Budget
2021-22 would make their
imports more competitive
and in turn exert near-term
pricing pressures on domes-
tic steelmakers, rating
agency ICRA said.

In its report on implica-
tions of duty changes on the
steel industry, the agency,
however,said that domestic
steel demand may remain
favourable in the coming
months on the back of sev-
eral positive announce-
ments made in the Budget
and this in turn is likely to
keep domestic steel prices
buoyant unless the interna-
tional prices correct signifi-
cantly from the current lev-
els.“The reduction in duties
will not affect imports from
countries like South Korea
and Japan, with which India
has a Free Trade Agreement

cut could bring

(FTA). However, imports
from China and other non-
FTA countries would be-
come more cost-competi-
tive now. Chinese export
HRC prices have already wit-
nesseda 10 per centdrop in
January 2021 due to lower
domestic demand during
winter months of Novem-
ber-March, and at current
prices, the landed HRC
prices from China at new
duty rates are trading ata 10
per cent discount to domes-
tic HRC prices,”said Jayanta
Roy, SeniorVice-President &
Group Head, Corporate Sec-
tor Ratings, ICRA.

“Therefore, everything
else remaining the same
and considering the lead
time of about two months
for the imports to arrive at
the Indian shores, domestic
HRC prices could correct by
up to 10 per cent by eng
March 2021 toalign with the
international prices and re-

main competitive in the do-
mestic market,” he adde
The budgetaction to cut
duties followed a steep in-
crease in domestic steel

prices. Domestic hot-rolled
coil (HRQ) prices rose about
54 per cent during July-De-
cember 2020 from end-June
2020 level of Rs. 36,250 per
tonne on the back of a

down domestic steel

strong recovery in the do-
mestic demand and a simi-
lar 56 per cent increase in
international steel prices.
While the prices increased

further in January 2021 to
touch a record of Rs.58,000
per tonne, resistance from
the end-user industries led
toaroll-backin prices,which
are currently trading at Rs.

prices by 10%:ICRA

56,000 per tonne.

To protect the interests
of the end-user industries of
steel from such elevated
steel prices, the govern-
ment, as a part of the Union
Budget 2021-22, an-
nounced areduction in cus-
tom duty on flat steel prod-
ucts to 7.5 per cent from
12.5 per cent and on long
products to 7.5 per cent
from 10 per cent earlier.

As per the report, do-
mestic steel consumption
would receive a boost from
the government’s contin-
ued thrust on infrastructure
with a 26 per cent higher
capital outlay, while the sec-
ondary steel producers
would benefit from the im-
proved scrap availability
and lower input costs on the
back of proposed doubling
of the ship-breaking capac-
ity by FY2024 and a duty re-
duction on steel scrap till
end-FY2022.

The government’s Rs.
2.87-lakh crore allocation to
the Jal Jeevan Mission (Ur-
ban) scheme and the addi-
tion of 100 more districts to
the city gas distribution net-
work would also provide a
fillip to steel pipe sales,ICRA
said.

Additionally, domestic
steelmakers stand to gain
from the urban infrastruc-
ture push in the form of a
175 per cent increase in
capital allocation to Metro
Rail infrastructure in mul-
tiple cities and launch of a
new scheme to bolster pub-
lic bus transport services, at
a cost of Rs. 18,000 crore.

“Short-termreductionin
steel pricesis expected to be
more than counterbalanced
in the medium term by a
sharp increase in infrastruc-
ture spending by the Gov-
ernment and its effect on
the domestic steel demand,”
Roy said. —IANS

India directs Twitter to block MG Motor India launches New ZS EV

US troops won't leave
Afghanistan in May: Senator

Washington,
Republican Senator
Lindsey Graham has said
that US troops will not leave
Afghanistan by May as men-
tioned in the landmark
peace deal inked between
Washington and theTaliban,
saying“we're going to leave
when the conditions are
right’Graham made the re-
marks in a CBS News inter-
view on Sunday night when
he was asked about the pro-
posed withdrawal of Ameri-
can troops from the war-
torn country.

Backing decision by
President Joe Biden’s ad-
ministration to review the
US-Taliban  agreement
whichwas signed on Febru-
ary 29,2020, the South Caro-
lina Senator said the militant
group has “been cheating...
They haven't been comply-
ing""llike what (Secretary of
State Antonny) Tony Blinken
and the Biden administra-
tion is doing. They're re-

evaluaung our presence |n
Afghanistan to keep the
footprint low, but not to
walk away and lose all the
gains we've achieved.

“If we leave too soon
without a conditions-based
withdrawal, IS (Islamic State)
and Al Qaeda will come
roaring back. Women will
suffer greatly,” Graham told
CBS News.

The Senator’s remarks
come as no meeting has
been held between the Af-
ghan Republic and the
Taliban negotiators in Doha
over the last 19 days after
the peace talks resumed
between the two sides on
January 5 following a break.

The peace talks had
started on September 12,
2020, following the US-
Tallban peace deal to end
the war, paving the way for
the withdrawal of thou-
sands of US forces in Af-
ghanistan and facilitate the
intra-Afghan dialogue.

Late last month in his
first media address after tak-
ing office, Pentagon Press
Secretary John Kirby
claimed that theTaliban was
jeopardising the landmark
agreement.

In response, a Taliban
spokesman Mohammad
Naeem told an Afghan me-
dia outlet that the group re-
mained committed to the
agreement “and we call on
the otherside to stay firm on
its commitments’

The war in Afghanistan,
which has caused about
2,400 US military deaths, is
the longest onein American
history. Former President
DonaldTrump had soughta
full withdrawal of forces
from the country, but some
of his senior aides from the
military and the Pentagon
suggested a more cautious
approach.

Currently there are
about 2,500 US troops in Af-
ghanistan. —IANS

1,178 accounts in fresh notice

New Delhi,

The Indian government has sent a fresh notice to Twit-
ter in less than 10 days, directing it to block 1,178 more
accounts believed to be linked to the Khalistan
sympathisers and those backed by Pakistan as well.

According to sources, the new notice was sent to Twit-
teronThursday last week and the company was yet to com-
ply with the directions.

Earlier this month, the IT ministry had asked the micro-
blogging platform to block 257 accounts using the
#MongIannlngFarmerGenoclde hashtag amid the farmers’
protest, under the Section 69A of the IT Act.The Ministry
of Electronics and IT (MeitY) warned the social media plat-
form of penal action over non-compliance of its order to
remove accounts and tweets which alleged “farmer geno-
cide” in the country. Content with the hashtag
“#ModiPlanningFarmerGenocide” were posted on Twntter,
which, accordmg to the government was designed to“in-
flame passions”and “hatre

Citing that Twitter unllaterally unblocked accounts and
tweets despite the government order, the notice said that
that Twitter is an intermediary and is obliged to obey the
direction of the government and refusal to do so will invite
penal action.

Top Twitter management in India faces penal action
that may include seven-year imprisonment and fine if the
company does not comply with the Indian governments
order to remove accounts and tweets as per the notice.

The government said that the company, as an interme-
diary under Section 2(1)(w) of the act,is once again directed
to block access by the public to the said Twitter handles
and also the said Kashtag with immediate effect.

Boundary

Kathmandu,

Nepal Prime Minister KP
Sharma Oli on Monday said
that the ongoing border dis-
putes with India will be re-
solved through diplomatic
talks.

Although Nepal and In-
dia held ministerial level
talks in New Delhi last
month, the two sides sides
could not hammer out the
differences after the Hima-
layan nation unveiled a new
map in May 2020.

He made the remarks at
a seminar titled, 'Nepal’s In-
ternational Border Security
and Areas of Coordination
among Border Manage-
ment related Agencies/,
organised by the Nepal
Army.
Oli, who is also the De-
fence Minister, argued that
relations with neighbouring
nations could be made cor-
dial and emboldened only

2021 witha419 KM* certified range

ol

New Delhi,

MG Motor India has
launched the new ZS EV
2021 priced at Rs. 20.99
lakhs (ex-showroom, New
Delhi).The updated version
comes with a best-in-class
44.5 kWh Hi-Tech battery
and has a certified range of
419 KM*. Equipped with
new 215/55/R17 tyres, the
vehicle and battery-pack
ground clearances have
been increased to 177 mm
and 205 mm respectively.

Having expanded the
charging ecosystem across
the country with its part-
ners, the ZS EV 2021 has
now been made available
forbookingsin 31 cities.The
car was initially launched in
5 cities during its launch in
January 2020.

The MG ZS EV comes
with 143 PS power and 350
Nm torque and can reach
from 0 to 100 kmph in 8.5
seconds.Itisavailablein two
variants - Excite & Exclusive.
As India's first pure electric
internet SUV, it adopts MG

signature global design
cuesand comes loaded with
features such as a pan-
oramic sunroof, 17-inch dia-
mond-cut alloy wheels, PM
2.5 Filter,and more.

Along with the ZS EV,
MG extends its customers a
5-way charging ecosystem
including free-of-cost AC
fast-charger at residences/
offices, portable in-car
charging cable, DC super-
fast charging stations at
dealerships, 24x7 charge-
on-the-go facility (in 5 cit-
ies),and charging stationsin

satellite cities and tourist
hubs.

Speaking on the launch,
Mr. Rajeev Chaba, President
& Managing Director, MG
Motor India, said, “We are
proud to introduce the evo-
lution of the ZS EVin a short
span of 1 year, reiterating
our commitment to the EV
space. To extend our cus-
tomers a superior owner-
ship experience, we are
building robust charging in-
frastructure in India along
with our ecosystem part-
ners."

issue with India will be resolved through diplomatic talks: Oli

on the basis of facts, equal-
ity, respect and justice and
not on hegemonic mea-
sures.

“In order to consolidate
the Nepal-Indiatiesina cor-
dial manner,we had to print
the map and talk to India.
Our relations could turn cor-
dial by only returning our
territory through dialogue.
Border disputes are prevail-
ing in  Susta and
Kanchanpur,”he said.

Nepal and India has had
boundary rows since longin
the Susta and Kalapani area
and during the Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
visit to Nepal in 2014, both
sides had delegated to re-
solve the dispute at Foreign
Secretaries levels but they
could not meet.

In November 2019, New
Delhi came up with a new
political map incorporating
Kalapaniin its territory.

Nepal objected to the
Indian move and offered
talks at diplomatic level but
India suggested face-to-
face talks only once the
Covid crisis was over.

Butin May 2020 after In-

dia opened up anew 80 km
link road in Uttarakhand via
Lipu Lekh that Nepal claims
its own, the Himalayan na-

tion once again objected
the move and offered talks.
After New Delhifailed to
respond to the repeated
calls,Nepal on May 20,2020,
unveiled the
new political map of the

Lipulekh and Kalapani
based on facts and evi-
dences.

“We must retain our ter-
ritory. Both the nations
should consider fact and
truth in maintaining

country in- relations. Are both the

corporating countries in position to
the dis- claim other’s territory?” he
puted terri- queried.
| tory. “There have been some
Indiaim-  historically-unsolved border
mediately problems. The issue of
rejected the  Limpiyadhura, Lipulekh and
decision Kalapani has remained un-
callingitasa addressed for the past 58
“carto- years.Wewereforcedtoget
graphic as- displaced silently when the
sertion” then ruler did not dare to
A d - speak up against the intru-
dressing sion.”
Monday’s It is also true that our
seminar, Oli move has increased misun-

further said that open and
friendly dialogue would be
held with India regarding
the issue of Limpiyadhura,

derstanding with India, Oli
said, adding: “We need to
assert claim on our temtory
atany cost.”

The border security
agencies should be highly
cautious when the border
affairs become more sensi-
tive, noted the Prime Minis-

er.

“We have been admon-
ished and warned while
claiming our territory,” he
said, adding that “there
would be a dialogue in fu-
ture to resolve the border
disputes”

He also directed the
concerned authorities to
pay special attention to-
wards preventing the intru-
sion of Nepali territories and
misusing the no-man’s land.

Border security is an in-
tegral part of national secu-
rity, Oli said."How can a na-
tion remain secured when
there is no border security?
We have framed a working
policy to implement secu-
rity policy to that end.”

—IANS

Hindu holy sites in Pak a
picture of neglect: Report

Islamabad,
A report submitted at the Pakistan Supreme Court has

revealed that most of the Hindu holy sites across the coun-
try were a“picture of neglect it was reported on Monday.

The report was submitted on February 5 by the one-

man Shoaib Suddle Commission, which was set up by the
apex court, Dawn news said in a report.

It regretted that the Evacuee Trust Property Board
(ETPB), which maintains Hindu and Sikh places of worship
in Pakistan,"failed to maintain most of the ancientand holy
sites of the minority community” On January 6 and 7, the
Commission visited the Katas Raj Mandir in Chakwal and
Prahlad Mandir in Multan, respectively,and in the report it
decpited a general picture of decay and obliteration of two
of the four most revered evacuee sites in Pakistan.

The Commission also requested the Supreme Court to
direct the ETPB for the reconstruction of the desecrated
Teri Mandir/Samaadhi in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province,
which was destroyed after being forcibly occupied by a

Muslim clericin 1997.

Thereportalso suggested the establishment of a work-
ing group for rehabilitation of the holy sites belonging to
the two minority communities, Dawn news reported.

Of the 428 Hindu temples in Pakistan that existed be-
fore Partition, only around 20 have survived, according to

an official survey.
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'Hum Shaan Se JalneNikleHai' - the original
soundtrack of 1962: The War In The Hills released

Mumbai,

After a series of cast re-
veals, the makers of 1962:
TheWar InThe Hills have re-

leased  the  original
soundtrack from the show -
‘Hum Shaan Se

JalneNikleHai’ With music
composed by Hitesh Modak,
the heart-touching music
video, is an emotional narra-
tion of the many sacrifices of
a soldier who sets off to
serve his country without
fearing for his own life.
Singers Vijay Prakash,
Salman Ali and Hitesh
Modak, with their soulful
vocals, have effortlessly
weaved in multiple emo-
tions associated with the
story.Lavraj has penned the
lyrics which are an embodi-
ment of true patriotism.The
six other songs that play
throughout the series have
been sung by some of the

finest singers in India -

Sukhwinder Singh,Vijay
Prakash,Salman Ali,
ShaileyBidwaikarand
ShahjanMujeebamong oth-
ers. Witness an untold story
of valourin 1962:The War in
the Hills, releasing exclu-
sively on Disney+ Hotstar
VIP on 26th February!
Director of the series
Mahesh Manjrekarsaid
"1962:The War InThe Hills is
a very powerful story about
bravery and valour; and we
wanted an equally powerful
soundtrack that brings out
the true emotions of the
story. Hitesh and everyone
else have done a tremen-
dous job at creating a musi-
cal marvel. Hum Shaan Se
JalneNikleHai has the power
to move people and fill
them up with pride.”
Hitesh Modakadded,
“1962:The War in the Hills is
an extraordinary tale of love,
sacrifice and bravery; and |

wanted to bring out the in-
tensity of these emotions
through the different songs.
Theentirealbumis a diverse
collection of tunes, with
each song signifying a dif-
ferent feeling - be it grief,
happiness or honour. Work-
ing on this project has been
a truly magical experience
and | hope people are able
to relate to the emotions
strung in these melodies”
Directed by Mahesh
Manjrekar, the series fea-
tures an ensemble cast in-
cluding actor AbhayDeol,
Mabhie Gill, AkashThosar,
SumeerVyas and many oth-
ers.1962:TheWar InThe Hills
is inspired by true events
that takes us back to No-
vember 1962 when an out-
numbered troop of 125 In-
dian soldiers valiantly
fought against 3000 Chi-
nese inanact of remarkable
bravery and courage.

GE Aviation Partners With Etihad Airways on
GE 360 Foam Wash Jet Engine Cleaning System

ABU DHABI,

GE Aviation and Etihad
Airways have partnered to
launch GE's 360 Foam Wash,
agroundbreaking jetengine
cleaning  system, to
optimiseperformance of
Etihad's GE90 and GEnx-1B
engines on its Boeing 777
and 787 fleets.

Working with Etihad as a
launch partner for the Etihad
Greenliner programme to
innovate, develop and test
aviation decarbonization
technologies, GE has
awarded Etihad technical li-
censes to use GE's patented
360 FoamWash system oniits.
GE90 and GEnx-1B aircraft
engines. These technical li-
censes allow Etihad Airways
to perform the engine foam
wash on its fleet of 777 and
787 aircraft completely in-
house.

GE's 360 Foam Wash isan
alternative to the water wash
method,andrestores engine
performance leading to re-
ductions in fuel consump-
tion.The process involves in-
jecting a specially-formu-
lated, proprietary solution

AHMEDABAD

that removes dust and dirt
particles in the engine. The
system is self-contained, al-
lowing it to be used inside
maintenance hangars or
outdoors.

The airline’s collabora-
tion in the trial process was
important to the product’s
development, contributing
to GE's data collection and
analysis, and improving reli-
ability of 360 Foam Wash
equipment.

“GE Aviation shares a
commitment to develop in-
novative solutions in aircraft
engine maintenance with
the team at Etihad Airways,”
said Jean Lydon-Rodgers,
Vice President and General
Manager of GE Aviation’s Af-
ter Market Strategic Solu-
tions.”We are learning more
about how our engines op-
erate and how they respond
in hot and harsh environ-
ments than ever before, and
our longstanding relation-
ship with Etihad has been
integral to that process. The
research that has gone into
producing GE’s 360 Foam
Wash is a shining example of
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During technology trials
with its GE90 and GEnx en-
gines, the foam wash solu-
tion allowed Etihad to im-
prove engine performance
by reducing build-up of de-
posits in the engine, lower-
ing engine exhaust tempera-
tures,and improving engine
compressor efficiency.These
improvements led to re-
duced fuel consumption and
increased engine time on
wing.

Paul Kear, Senior Vice
President Technical, Etihad
Airways, said: “Our partner-
ship with GE through the
Etihad Greenliner
programme is a prime ex-
ample of industry collabora-
tion that will have a signifi-
cant impact on Etihad’s effi-
ciencies and provide a case
study for the broader indus-
try. Through 2021 alone, we
expect to realise significant
fuel savings and a reduction
of more than 7,000 metric
tonnes of CO2 for the com-
bined GEnx-1B and GE90
engine fleets, compared to
water wash methods.
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Khatabook reveals Gujarat recorded the
highest purchase of textiles in 2020

Bengaluru,
India's fastest growing
fintech start-up,Khatabook,
has unveiled the first edition
of its India MSME Index,
showcasing the credit and
recovery behavior of India's
MSME segment. The MSME
segment spread across the
country with 110 million
employees, and a 30% GDP
share s the backbone of the
country's economy.
Khatabook platform
represents India's MSME
segment,hosting over 9 mil-
lion monthly active users
spanning across 95% of dis-
tricts of India. In 2020, the
Khatabook platform re-
corded 1.038B+ transac-
tions with a cumulative

value of more than $99Bn,
Representing close to 4% of
India’s GDP. This makes the
Khatabook platform a
strong indicator of the
MSME ecosystem in India.

In the first edition, the
India MSME Index by
Khatabook highlights the
credit and recovery
behaviour of the MSME eco-
system and other nuances
like variations in categories
and regions. The index also
looks into the pandemic-in-
duced lockdown impact,
with 2020 being a diametri-
cally different and challeng-
ing year for small businesses
across the country.

As recognized in the
provisions of the MSME De-

Panasonic India launches ACs

with nanoe X technology

New Delhi,

To ensure a safer and a
healthier lifestyle amidst
this pandemic,Panasonic In-
dia - a leading diversified
technology company,today
launched thenew range of
Air Conditioners (ACs)under
the HU series enabled with
recently announced
nanoe™Xtechnology.
nanoe™X technology re-
leases hydroxyl radicals con-
tained in water. Hydroxyl
radicals are also known as
“nature’s detergent”thatare
capable of inhibiting bacte-
ria and viruses, including
99.99% of the adhered
novel coronavirus(SARS-
CoV-2).

Speaking at the launch,
Mr. Manish Sharma, Presi-
dentand CEO,Panasonic In-
dia & South Asia, said
“Panasonic has been a
frontrunner when it comes
to developing pathbreaking
technologies over the years
to cater to the ever-evolving
needs of theconsumers.Our
new range of Air Condition-
ers come with the nanoe™X
technology demon strating
our commitment of making
products that are relevant
and in line with consumer
requirement.

Mr. Suguru Takamatsu,

Y-l aRarR
AHU3I2icl AdOIR

dlaigheil giri
2 JyvicHi Al el €3
uiRdic-uReds- el 2Rar

Ph: 8460065008, 98240 19394

o A H @ D
X A !
":;:'-m powsarmiy W i} II
. "
R v il
Exhibition Y
With Wholesale Price w
Spectal Collection
~Designer Sarees ~Rayitor Patols
=Rl South ~Bandlini
~Banarast ~Clhamya Cholt
~Punjabi ~Safvar Kameez
O LW
VDED SHOPPhD
Ashram Road, Ahmedabad (3 9724477654

By l.'HfJ('I_-"lI'!HAf

% A | -

Ph. : 079-266075614, 6352346376

ol (HEaNR)

oz, Hoily Gleodl ciagni,

Sons

3je sHudle

(i

Z4799/-

+ Fond md

31

oc

£2799/-

sius + RBewd 20

”AS

TigGloll 22, RENRI, THMEI
Ph. : 079-6616210%, 9033443066

121

£2499/-

=mus + Fend 208

Hw=

HEE) Ssho

d Stockist of RAYMOND

Araloil

azzivien g Gieid o
aEIeAel UL U Glemid)

Divisional Head —Tonsum-
ers Sales Division, Panasonic
India said,”India has one of
the lowest penetrations of
ACs in the world at 5%that
holdsimmense growth
prospects in the segment.
Further, with deteriorating
air quality and the spread of
new diseases, consumers
have become more health-
conscious.

Mr.Gaurav Sah,Business
Head, Air Conditioners
Group, PanasonicIndia said,
“Our rich expertise of over
60 years in AC manufactur-
ing has helped us innovate
with products that add
value to our consumers’
daily life.The new line-up of
nanoe™X ACs are equipped
with ECONAVI, Twin Cool
INV, and Jetstream technol-
ogy for maximum safety
and comfort.

Dr. Prerna Kohli, a re-
nowned Clinical psycholo-
gist and founder of
MindTribe.in was invited at
the Panasonic India press
conference. Sharing her
views on the situation Dr.
Kohli said, “Contrary to the
popularbeliefthat Covid-19
only had a physical impact
on people,no one was ready
for the impact it had on the
mental wellbeing.

velopment Act, 2006, the is-
sue of delayed payment to
small businesses often se-
verely hinders their growth.
This makes it imperative to
assess MSME's credit and re-
covery behaviour to under-
stand the overall health of
this segment.

Ravish Naresh, Co-
founder and CEO -
Khatabook, said "MSMEs are
the backbone of our
economy,and itis humbling
for Khatabook to be aninte-
gral part of this ecosystem.
Khatabook app has received
acceptanceacross the coun-
try, including urban, semi-
urban,and rural areas.

The Khatabook app is
focused on improving the
business and financial effi-
ciency of the merchants
through various digital fea-
tures.This index is our small
effort to help understand
this highly unorganized
segment through
Khatabook platform in-
si?hts so that the challenges
of MSMEs in India can be
addressed more effectively.”

Aparshakti Khurana: |
don't stress over things
that are not in my control

Mumbai,

Actor Aparshakti Khurana says he is not pressured by
the idea of maintaining a certain level or popularity.

“Inormally don't stress over things that are not in my
control.Having a position in the industry is something you
can't control. Filmmaking is a different art form that you
can't have a process in place. | have always gone with the
flow and done things that make me feel happy and satis-

fied,” he tells IANS.

The actor adds:“l have always done things that do not
hurt anyone else. | have done things that have made me
come home satisfied.” Last seen in Street Dancer, the actor
will soon be seen in his first solo appearance as a hero in
Helmet, opposite late legend Nutan’s'grand-daughter
Pranutan. He also has Vikramaditya Motwane's web series
Stardust coming up. With his roles in films such as Dangal
(2016), Stree (2018), Luka Chupi (2018) and Pati Patni Aur
Woh (2019) to his credit, Ayushmann Khurrana's b'other
Aparshakti has proved his worth in a short time.

“Sometimes things happen jn a natural way and | will
not take the credit of this journey,” he says.

“It all happened organically. |t can be bracketed as not

trying too hard. |

have achieved something and | feel

blessed this is how | am perceived. More often than not,
things don'tgo as you plan.Sometimes you have to go with
the flow and work with utmost honestly.The kind of people
Iworked with automatically worked in my favour and gave

me an individual journey,”he sums up his journey so far.
—IAl
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IDFC Mutual Fund announced the
launch of IDFC Floating Rate Fund

Mumbai,
IDFC Mutual Fund an-
nounced the launch of IDFC
Floating Rate Fund, with the
New Fund Offer(NFO)
openingon  Wednesday,
February 10,2021 and clos-
ing onTuesday,February 16,
2021.The Fund will endeav-
our to generate relatively
stable returns through a
portfolio comprising sub-
stantially of floating rate
debt, fixed rate debt instru-
ments swapped for floating
rate returns and money
market instruments. The
fund aims to invest a mini-
mum of 65% of its corpus in
floating rate securities is-
sued by corporates or the
government, or convert
fixed interest securities to
floating via derivatives.
Highlighting the ratio-
nale behind IDFC Mutual
Fund launching the fund
now, Vishal Kapoor, CEO -

MARKET

IDFC Asset Management
Company Limited (AMC)
said, “In addition to the
growth-oriented announce-
ments made in the recent
Union Budget, factors such
as stress on banking bal-
ance sheets seem to be sta-
bilizing. The manufacturing
sector may geta boost from
corporate tax cuts an-
nounced earlier alongside a
robust production incentive
scheme roll outand improv-
ing global trade.
Government revenues
are also likely to see a cycli-
cal upswing. Additionally,
monetary policy is genu-
inely accommodative.In our
view, these cyclical factors
could combine to provide
potential tailwinds for the
fund’sinvestment strategy.”
The fund currently
targetsa low to short dura-
tion portfolio such that it is
suitable for a minimum rec-

GUID

ommended investment ho-
rizon of six months. At the
time of investing, the port-
folio strategy will aim to
maintain a minimum of 70%
in AAA/A1+Equivalent/Sov-
ereign/Quasi Sovereign se-
curities, and the fund does
notintend to invest in secu-
rities rated lower than AA-
.With this diluted credit
strategy, the fund is de-
signed for investors looking
to diversify their current
fixed income portfolio, and
those seeking a lower in-
vestment horizon within
their'Satelliteallocation as
indicated in IDFC's3-lens
Debt Allocation Framework

The IDFC 3-lens Debt Al-
location Framework helps
identify and manage risk in
an investor’s debt portfolio.
The framework segregates
debt funds into three buck-
ets: Liquidity, Core and Sat-
ellite.
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I Patel Chem
1 e gegs
I Specialities P. Ltd.
1 A Consi: Quality /1 i i
1 A GMP & ISO 9001:2015 CERTIFIED COMPANY
1 Plot No.272/4-5, Phase-Il, GIDC Estate, Vatva,
1 Ahmedabad - 382 445. Gujarat, INDIA,
1 Phone: +9179 2970 9854 / +91 97129 99854,
: E-mail:info@pcspl.net - Website : www.pcspl.net
1  Manufacturer & Exporter of Pharmaceutical
: Excipients & Speciality Chemicals
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/TEJAS EXPRESS 82902/82901 BETWEEN \
AHMEDABAD AND MUMBAITO RESTART

OPERATIONS FROM 14TH of FEBRUARY 2021_
Ahmedabad,

IRCTC will be soon starting its reputed Tejas Ex-
press over Ahmedabad Mumbai route from the 14th
of February 2021. _With Covid Safety protocols in
place including , providing safety kits to all passen-
gersand disinfecting the train before departure from
Ahmedabad as well as from Mumbai
Central,Passengers shall be once again able to relish
the multi-cuisine/ regional food preparation pro-
duced delicately and hygienically.

IRCTC has now decided to run the train 4 days in
aweek, i.e Friday, Saturday, Sunday and Monday with
the same enroute stoppages and timings.Insurance
Cover for late running is also a first of its Kind initia-
tive by IRCTC.

With Premium Services at affordable Prices and
Punctual and Speedy Running ,make Tejas as your
preferred Travel between Ahmedabad-Mumbai -
Ahmedabad.

Body of 25-yr-old found on rly track in

Anand

Ahmedabad,

The body of a 23-year-old man was found on a
railway line near Rajodpura in Anand on Thursday.

The police said Akshay Bhabhor, a resident of
Prathampura of Dahod, did not appear to have fallen
off a train and was likely run over by one.

His body was first spotted by Gujarat Railway Po-
lice (GRP) officials early Thursday. Hew as identified
by the Aadhaar card and identification documents
found from his clothes.

The police said that Bhabhor had pursued civil
engineering and was looking for ajob. “Five days ago,
heinformed his family that he was going for job hunt-
ing. The last spoke to his mother on Wednesday
night,”said an officer of Anand Railway police station.

The case has now been transferred at the Anand
Town police station. “A postmortem examination was
conducted and the body was handed over to his par-
ents. An accidental death case has been filed,”said J
B Parmar, sub-inspector and investigating officer of
the case.

GTU VC on Vidyapith VC search panel
Ahmedabad,

The University Grants Commission has appointed
Navin Sheth, vice-chancellor of Gujarat Technologi-
cal University, as the member of a search committee
to appoint the new vice-chancellor of Gujarat
Vidyapith.

The development came after UGC rejected the
appointment of former registrar Rajendra Khimani as
the new VC of the varsity, which was founded by Ma-
hatma Gandhi in 1920. The commission was of the
view that his appointment had been made without
the presence of UGC representative in the search
committee formed by Vidyapith.

“The appointment was rejected as the search
committee formation flouted UGC norms.The process
of selecting a VC will be carried out again,” said a
source aware of the development.

The term of outgoingVC Anamik Shah, which was
supposed to end in December, has been extended
till the new vice-chancellor takes charge.

EC revises election expenditure limit
Gandhinagar,

The Gujarat State Election Commission (SEC) has
revised the maximum limit of election expenditure
set by it for the candidates of various institutes of self
governance during the elections. The revised expen-
diture limits were declared by the SECin a press state-
ment on Friday.

For the municipal corporations, a candidate will
be able to spend maximum Rs 6 lakh. Earlier, the limit
was Rs 4 lakh.

For a candidate fighting election of a nagar palika
with more than nine wards, the limits has been re-
vised toRs 2.25 lakh from the earlier Rs 1.5 lakh. The
same limit for a candidate contesting election froma
nagar palika of less than nine wards has been revised
to Rs 1.5 lakh from the earlier Rs 1 lakh. A candidate
of taluka panchayat was restricted to spend maxi-
mum Rs 1.25 lakh which has been increased to Rs 2
lakh.

Indian independent software vendors

fast moving to Oracle Cloud
New Delhi,

A large number of Indian independent software
vendors (ISVs) including GOFRUGAL, Medexpert,
Ameyo and Information Dynamics,among others are
choosingto run their business critical applications on
Oracle Cloud Infrastructure (OCI) to improve applica-
tion performance and accelerate business growth, the
company said on Monday.

Other midsize independent software vendors that
have moved to Oracle Cloud include Jocata,
IBSFINtech, Invensoft, TecWink, QuarkCube.lO,
amongst others.

Oracle has two local cloud regions in the country
— in Mumbai and Hyderabad — and promises inde-
pendent software vendors“guaranteed”high perfor-
mance with enterprise Service Level Agreement
(SLAs) and"best-in-class” security,along with autono-
mous data management capabilities.

“Indian ISVs are redefining the global technology
landscape, helping organizations improve agility,ac-
celerate innovation and boost productivity,”
Shailender Kumar,Regional Managing Director,Oracle
India, said in a statement.

"Manyare running their cloud-based software as
a service (Saa$) offerings on OCl have been able to
significantly improve application performance and
unlock more value for their customers.”

Google 1st tech firm to comply with
new S Korean Internet law
Seoul,

South Korea’s ICT ministry said on Monday that
tech giant Google will take measures to provide stable
services, becoming the first company to come under
the country’s revised law that holds online content
providers accountable for service errors.

On December 14 last year, multiple Google ser-
vices,including YouTube, Gmail and Google Calendar,
went down for around an hour globally, prompting
the Ministry of Science and ICT to look into the mat-
ter.

According to the ministry, Google experienced an
authentication system error for approximately 50
minutes that day as it did not allocate storage space
for the system during a previous maintenance ses-
sion.

The company told the ministry last month that it
has yet to receive any compensation claims globally
for the service error.

The ministry said Google will pursue measures to
preemptively detect such problems and that in fu-
ture service errors, the company will notify local us-
ersthrough its Korean social media channels,reports
Yonhap news agency.

The move comes after South Korea last year
passed a revision to the Telecommunications Busi-
ness Act, requiring large online content providers to

report service errors and take measures to provide
stable services amid growing. /

4 schools told to refund Rs 1-crore
surplus fees taken from students

Vadodara,
The Fee Regulation
Committee  (FRC)  of

Vadodara has asked four
schools to refund Rs 1.09
crore of surplus fees col-
lected from students in the
academic year 2019-20,in its
order on petitions by par-
ents seeking action against
the violation of fee structure
agreement submitted by
the schools to the state gov-
ernment.

The four schools are two
Delhi Public School fran-
chises in Kalali and Harni,
Poddar World and Poddar
International School.
Poddar World School has
been directed to refund Rs
2.23 lakh, while Poddar In-
ternational School has been
found guilty of charging Rs
27 lakh as surplus fees dur-
ing the year.

The order explains that

the school had submitted
the figures of the class-wide
fee structure for the aca-
demic year 2017-18 after
the implementation of the
Gujarat Fee Regulation Act
in 2017 and thereafter cited
tan annual raise of five per
cent to the free structure in
2018-19 as well as another
five per centin the consecu-
tive year of 2019-20, in
which the petition has been
filed. However, the schools
charged fees in excess of the
stipulated raise.

The DPS schools have
been directed to refund Rs
80 lakh of surplus fees
charged in the last aca-
demic year. The FRC also
slappedafine of Rs 1 lakh on
Poddar International School
to be paid within 30 days of
the orderissued on January
29, while Poddar World
School has been fined Rs 2

akh.

Advocate Kishore Pillai
of Vadodara Parents’ Asso-
ciation said,“The orders are
in favour of the parents.Our
petitions were for the year
2019-20 as well as the ongo-
ing academic year. While
Poddar schools charged ex-
cess fees, Delhi Public
Schools charged late fees
amounting to Rs 7,000 per
student for two terms. They
had discussed and agreed
to charge the sum only for
one of the two terms, but
now with the current order
of the FRC, they will have to
refund the entire amount.
All four schools have con-
veyed that they will appeal
against the order.”

This is the third such or-
der against private schools
violating conditions of the
Guijarat Fee Regulation Act
of 2017.

City-State

No Muslim candidate:'neglected’

workers re

Ahmedabad
In its list for the upcom-
ing elections to the

Ahmedabad Municipal Cor-
poration (AMC), the state
BJP has not chosen any
Muslim candidate. Hurt by
the 'neglect, two party
workers from the commu-
nity registered the protestat
the BJP office in Khanpur.
“We have met our party
leaders today to tell them
that we are hurt. There are
Muslim dominated areas
such as Gomtipur,Jamalpur,
Makatmpura, an
Danilimda. But no ticket to
aMuslim candidate. We felt
hurt.We have been working
for the party for years.If not
us, any other Muslim candi-
date should have been
given the ticket,” said
Farooq Saiyed,a 40-year-old
party worker from Gomtipur
ward of Ahmedabad, who

Clusters soon to boost
toy manufacturing

Ahmedabad,

In a bid to boost toy
manufacturing in India, the
Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT) on Friday an-
nounced setting up of toy
clusters in various states.

Speaking on the third
day of the Ahmedabad De-
sign  Week (ADW), Dr
Guruprasad Mohapatra,
DPIIT secretary, said, “Some
eightto nine toy clusters will
soon be announced in vari-
ous states. Coordinated ef-
forts are needed to boost
toy manufacturing in India.
The Indian market com-
prises of 85 per cent of im-
ports.Emphasizing creating
mega toy and game clusters
to create world class infra-
structure,Mohapatra said,"A
national toy fair will be held
on February 27 virtually.
Some 1,100 leading manu-
facturers and sellers of toys
have registered for the five-
day fair.Lakhs of schoolchil-
dren and their parents will
also visit the fair.

Anju Sharma, principal
secretary education, said,“It
is time for the design frater-
nity to gear up for designing
toys for India. We must en-

ter into mass production
and class production, the
toy sector has been domi-
nated by a few multination-
als that have been sourcing
toys from abroad.”

Drawing a distinction
between digital and physi-
cal games, Dr PVM Rao of
the Indian Institute of Tech-
nology (IIT) Delhi, said. “If
digital games are addictive,
physical games and toys are
even more addictive;it helps
in collaborative learning
when played with multiple
players. We can see a lot of
manifestation of technol-
ogy in the form of toys.”

A virtual exhibition of
traditional Indian toys from
across the country was also
held at the design week on
Friday.

The exhibition show-
cased traditional toys from
Uttar Pradesh, Tamil Nadu,
Guijarat, Rajasthan, West
Bengal and Assam.

On January 12,itwas re-
ported about the first na-
tional toy from February 2 to
March 2 where the Indian
Institute of Technology,
Gandhinagar’s (IIT-Gn) Cen-
tre for Creative Learning
(CCL) will be participating.

Nishwarth gets entry into
World Book of Records, UK

Ahmedabad,

The Nishwarth Seva Sangathan and Charitable trust has

made an entryinto theWorld B
dom, for ‘Rituals of farewell c
bodies.

The president of the trust,

group had sentthe report and

ook of Records, United King-
eremony of Covid-19 dead

Nitin Thakore, said that the
recording and the trust was

surprised when they got the message that their entry was

accepted by the World Book of
Thakore sbad and other pal

f Records.
rts of the state were remem-

bered,and their fiaid that the corona funeral protocol puts
limits on the number of mourners and rituals, but the trust,
an NGO based at Palanpur organized a mass send-off which
they focused on the comprehensive rites for those who

have already been cremated.

The group said that corona victims from Banaskantha,

Ahmedabad and other parts of

the state were remembered,

and their final rituals performed. Thakore said that the
group wanted to ensure dlgnlty for the dead. “Even priests

are not willing to oversee
fear,”he said.
“Hindu texts allow funeral

nerals because of the corona

rituals for a large group of

peopleiftheir last rites have not been performed, Thakore

added.

It was on November 8, that the rituals such as pind daan,

tarpan, and Narayan Bali were
10 protests in Palanpur town, h

performed with the help of
e said.During the lockdown,

the bodies ware taken directly to crematoriums and fami-
lies are not allowed to touch the bodies, let alone perform

the last rites.
The group, apart from the

rituals, has been taking care

of the elderly in an old age home in the district for long.
Thakore saidbad and other parts of the state were remem-
bered,and their fithat much before the first case of corona
was reported in the state on March 17, the group had

started distributing masks in
people to always wear masks.

the district and had urged

Medical store owner found ‘selling intoxication

tablets W|t!10ut doctor s

the Special Operatlon
Group, accompanied by
Food and Drug Control Ad-
ministration (FDCA) officials,
Friday caught a medical
store owner who was alleg-
edly selling intoxication tab-
lets and syrups without
doctor’s prescriptions to the
customers in Surat. Police
seized intoxication tablets
and syrups worth Rs 51,000.

As part of a drive, Surat
Police Commissioner Ajay
Kumar Tomar had started
had instructed police per-
sonnel to keep a tab on the

edical stores where intoxi
cation tablets and syrups
are being sold to the youths
without prescriptions.

The Special Operation
Group officials Friday sent a
dummy  customer to
Daruwala Medical store at
Umarwada tenement in
Salabatpura area to get in-
toxication tablets and syrup
without a doctor’s prescrip-
tions.

The shop attendant sold
him the tablets and syrups
and collected the amount.
The SOG department police
officials along with two offi-

cial prom FDCA. V\R1e
Italiya and Somil Patel, im-
mediately caught the shop
owner.

The FDCA officials had
seized tablets and syrups of
different companies and
took the owner, Yash
Daruwala, to its office. The
officials had seized 4,634
such intoxication drug tab-
lets worth Rs 25,000 and 296
syrup bottles of different
companies worth Rs 26,138.

Assistant Commissioner
of FDCA R N Patel said,"We
carried out raids with police
and found that medical

n in Surat

store owner was selling
medicines and syrups for
customers without a
doctor’s prescription. We
have seized the medicines
consignment and we have
also noted down the pur-
chase stock and sold stock
of the intoxication medi-
cines from the shop. We
have taken statements of
the firm owner. In coming
days we will slap the
showcause notice to the
shop owner and later on the
bases of his reply and pour
findings we will take strict
legal actions.”

rungprovlslon store.

“This is communalism. It
seems the party thought
that the Muslim votes in
these areas will be divided
by candidates of parties
such as Congress, Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) National-
ist Congress Party (NCP) and
All' India Majlis-e-Ittheadul
Muslimeen (AIMIM) and so,
there is no need to give
ticket to a Muslim,” he
added.

Saiyed was joined by
another Muslim BJP worker
from Jamalpur, Sarfaraz
Shaikh, who said, “We feel
that Muslims have been ne-
glected by the party (in
Ahmedabad). Not a single
Muslim candidate for 192
seats. In Muslim dominated
areas such as Jamalpur, with
division of votes between
Congress, AAP, NCP and
AIMIM, the BJP had a golden
opportunity to win (with
votes of Hindu and sections
of Muslims). IN Jamalpur,
there are 95,000 votes, out
of which 80,000 are Muslims
and rest Hindus, similar to
Gomtipur.”

“We want Muslim repre-
sentation inthe party. Ifthe
party talks about Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas then they
should also give representa-
tion to Muslims, at least in
Muslim dominated areas.
The party has given ticket to
five Muslims in Jamnagar,

ister their

protest

he community has
been completely neglected
in Ahmedabad. It brings,
down our morale. People
(community members) any-
way believe that BJP does
notconsider Muslims atall,”
he added.

Shaikh also said that 22
Muslims had sought BJP
ticket in Ahmedabad. “We
protested before our party
leaders (Ahmedabad
incharge) | K Jadeja and city
president Jagdish Panchal.
They told us that our feel-
ings will be communicated
to the top leaders.However,
itis in vain as the names (for
party tickets) have already
been declared. | can only
say that now Muslims
should be considered for
appointments as office
bearers of state-owned
boards and corporations,”
he added. Ahmedabad city
BJP president Jagdish
Panchal (Vishvakarma),said,
“We have a number of Mus-
lim workers in the party in
Ahmedabad and entire
Gujarat. We have not ne-
glected anybody. In the pre-
vious election (of
Ahmedabad Municipal Cor-
poration), we had given tick-
ets to Muslim community
members, so there is no ne-
glect. These workers came
to meet us, expressed their
feelingsand went back hap-
pily.”

HC gives child's custody
to maternal grandparents

Ahmedabad,

The principal district
judge at Gandhinagar, a
woman PSI and child pro-
tection officer oversaw the
handing over of custody of
a three-and-a-half year-old
boy from his paternal
grandparents to the mater-
nal grandparents on Thurs-
day afternoon upon the
Guijarat high court’s order.

The child’s custody was
transferred so that he could
join her mother waiting for
him desperately in the USA
after obtaining an order
from a court in the state of
Georgia.Beinganillegal im-
migrant, the woman had
her limitations that she
could not visit India in per-
son to get her child’s cus-
tody even after securing her
rights through a US court,
her lawyer said.

The case involved a
couple from a village of
Mehsana district. They had
immigrated to the US few
years ago without valid im-
migration process. They
had a son, who was sent to
India for proper care be-
cause the couple was facing
difficulties in raising the kid
for want of their citizenship
status. A year after the child
was born, their relationship
fell apart. The woman ob-
tained custody rights till Au-
gust 12,2021 from a US
court and wanted to en-
force them, but she could
not returnto India to get her

son’s custody.

In India, the child was
being raised by grandpar-
ents.He was with the mater-
nal grandparents for nearly
two years. While the cus-
tody dispute arose in the US,
the child was taken by his
paternal grandparents.

She filed a habeas cor-
pus petition in the high
court complaining that her
in-laws were not parting
with the child’s custody de-
spite a court’s order. When
the court inquired with the
elderly couple last week,
they said that they were
ready to send the child to
the US, but the mother
should personally come to
get his custody.

Two days later, the high
court summoned the child’s
maternal grandparents.
They appeared before the
court through video
conferencing. They told the
court that the child was with
them only for most of the
time ever since he came
from the US. The paternal
grandparents had taken
him with assurance that the
child would be sent to the
US, but they did not follow
their word.

After hearing the case,
the bench headed by Jus-
tice Sonia Gokani observed,
“Without entering into any
kind of allegations, noticing
the need for the child to be
sent to the mother, initially
for the period of four weeks,
the custody.

Girl dies after clock falls on her

Ahmedabad,

An 11-year-old girl died on January 31 due to internal
injuries five days after a wall clock fell on her stomach while
she was sleeping at her one-room house in the slums of
Delhi Chakla, Shahpur.On January 27, Dinesh Dangi was in
search of work as a casual labourer. His daughter Sejal was
sleeping on the bed with her four siblings.

According to Dangi, when Sejal was sleeping, the wall
clock fell suddenly on her stomach. She suffered abdomi-
nal pain and when he came home on January 31 evening,
she was not able to walk or speak properly. “I took my
daughter to a local clinic where she was given some medi-
cines. But she did not get better,” Dangi said. I took her to
Civil Hospital in Asarwa where her treatment began on

January 28."

OnJanuary 31, her condition began deteriorating,”She
breathed her [ast at about 6.30pm,"he said. Dangi said the
clock fell after the nail on which it was hanging came loose.

Narol samples t

Amdavadis, you can re-
lax. For now, you do not
need to be worried about
bird flu affecting the city.
Though bird deaths con-
tinue to be reported from
Narol Gam even on Friday,
the samples of dead birds
sent to the Bhopal lab has
tested negative for avian flu.

A total of 200 birds have
been found dead in Narol
Gam. This is the highest
number of bird deaths that
has taken place in one area

an ou
bird flu in the sate.

Secretary (Animal Hus-
bandry) N B Upadhyay con-
firmed that the samples of
carcasses sent from
Ahmedabad have tested
negative for bird flue.

Fear had gripped Narol
gam since Wednesday
when dead pigeons began
raining down near Akruti
Township. The officials said
that avian flue is a highly in-
fectious respiratory disease
caused in birds by the influ-

Three held for availing Rs 80-cr Input Tax Credit using fake bills

Vadodara,

The Central  GST
Vadodara-lII
Commissionerate Friday ar-
rested three accused in an
alleged case of defrauding
the government exchequer
to the tune of Rs 80 crore by
claiming inputTax Credit on

the basis of fake invoices.

Based on the data analy-
sis carried out by the CGST
Vadodara-Il, 12 suspicious
firms dealing with iron and
steel came under the radar
for having a minuscule cash
credit ratio.

In a statement, the

Nonagenarian freedom
fighter breathes her last

Ahmedabad,

Shanta Rajpariya, 95, a freedom fighter and founder of
Dhingli Ghat (Doll House), breathed her last at her residence
in the city on Thursday night. Her daughter and three
daughter-in-law performed her last rites on Friday morn-
ing in the presence of friends and relatives.

Her family remembered her participation in India’s free-
dom struggle at the young age of 13 years. They mentioned
that her father Mathurdas was a Gandhian, and she followed

in his footsteps.

“She was part of the Congress meet in

Ramgadh. She was entrusted with keeping a watch on
Mahatma Gandhi's tent. When Mahatma saw the little girl,
he enquired why was she standing there. When she an-
swered, he asked her to spin the yarn on charkha instead,”
said arelative. As inmate of Sabarmati Ashram, she had also
participated in the Quit India movement. She along with
others were rounded up by police from Viramgam and
taken to Sabarmati Central Jail.

Commissionerate stated
that of the 12 firms, two
were registered in Dahod
distractive in Bhavnagar,
one in Chhota Udepur, two
in Ahmedabad, one in Morbi
and one in Indore.

“These firms had availed
Input Tax Credit on the ba-
sis of fake invoices without
receiving any correspond-
ing goods and had further
passed the said credit to dif-
ferent firms without supply-
ing any corresponding
goods. The total tax in-
volved in fraudulent activity
is Rs 80 crore,” it said

The accused have been

identified as Japan Ajmera,
Tarak Patel and Karan Patel
--all residents of Bhavnagar,
who obtained separate reg-
istrations for the 12 fake
firms on the names of their
friends and relatives by ac-
quiring the required identity
documents, the release said.
Itadded that one of the two
firms registered in Dahod,
M/sVandan Corporation,lo-
cated in Limbdi village in
Jhalod taluka, had carried
out fraud of input tax credit
tothe tune of Rs 16.61 crore.

The accused have been
arrested under relevant sec-
tions of the CGST Act.

est -ve for

enza virus.

Officials said,"Now that
the samples have tested
negative, we will conduct a
post-mortem of the birds to
find the exact cause of
death.” The officials said
they suspect the birds had
consumed insecticide-laced
grains. They added that sur-
veillance of the area, which
had begun on Wednesday,
will be stopped on Saturday.

[ ﬂ
Qr deagrds were spot-

ted in Narol, officials had
also carried out a search of
poultry farms in the vicinity
for large-scale death of
birds. However, the depart-
ment found no such inci-
dents.

Guijarat first reported
bird flu outbreak in January
after samples taken from
dead birds in Batva in
Junagadh tested positive.

70% healthcare workers,
23% frontline staff get jab

Ahmedabad,
As on Friday, about 70%
of the 4.33 lakh registered
healthcare workers in
Gujarat and 23% of the 6.93
lakh registered frontline
workers have got vacci-
nated. With 37,031 vaccina-
tions on Friday, the total
number of vaccinations in
Guijarat reached 4.9 lakh.
Till February 4,2.99 lakh
healthcare workers and 1.57
lakh frontline workers had
got vaccinated -- which is
about 66% and 34% of the
total vaccinations,” said a
senior  state  health
departtion ratio among the
healthcare workers is less
where the medical colleges

are not functional. The ma-
jority of healthcare workers
in government-run hospi-
tals have got the first shot of
vaccine.”

In Ahmedabad, 3,774
persons got the vaccination
at 53 centres.With the addi-
tion of various schools, the
scope of vaccinations will be
expanded in the next few
days, said health depart-
ment officials. The officials,
however, refused to divulge
district-wise data and com-
pliance (vaccination against
the daily registration of ben-
eficiaries). Sources aware of
the development said the
number could be close to

Man stabs former mother-in-law to death in Anand

Ahmedabad,
A man in an Anand vil-
lage allegedly killed his
former mother-in-law witha
sword in front of around a
dozen residents who over-
powered him and handed
him over to the police.
The police said Nikunj
Barot, a resident of Chaklasi

town in Kheda, stabbed
Ranjanben Patel, 65, mul-
tiple times on Friday after-
noon in Lambhvel village.
According to police,
Barot, in his thirties, was
married to Tanvi Patel,
youngest daughter of
Ranjanben Patel, but the
couple divorced eight

months ago. Three months
ago, Tanvi got married to
one Chintan Patel and
moved to Pune in
Maharashtra.

Police said Barot had
been a habitual rabble-
rouser and used to assault
villagers in Lambhvel in a
drunken state. On Friday

noon, he reached outside
Ranjanben’s house, de-
manding to see Tanvi and
started hurling abuses.

“When the victim
stepped outside, she was
stabbed multiple times with
asword. Barot then tried to
run away but was held by
the local residents.
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Kinshasa,
A new positive case of the Ebola virus has been
confirmed in North Kivy, a province in Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC), according to Minister of
Public Health Eteni Longondo.The infected person is
woman, who is the wife of an Ebola survivor in the
Butembo health zone, located in North Kivu, Xinhua
news agency quoted Longondo as saying on Sunday.
She first showed the symptoms of the disease on
February 1, said the official. The samples taken from
the body of the victim were sent to the laboratory of
the National Institute of Biomedical Research (INRB)
in Kinshasa and were found to be positive for Ebola,
according to the Minister.

Intemalzona]

UK records another 15,845
Covid cases, 373 deaths

London,

Another 15,845 people in Britain have tested positive

for Covid-19, bringing the total number of coronavirus

cases in the country to 3,945,680, according to official fig-
ures released on Sunday.

The country also reported another 373 coronavirus-re-
lated deaths. The total number of coronavirus-related
deaths in Britain now stands at 112,465.These figures only
include the deaths of people who died within 28 days of
their first positive test, Xinhua news agency reported.

The figures recorded on the weekends are usually lower
due to the delay in reporting in some regions.

Earlier on Sunday, the British Department of Health and
Social Care (DHSC) said on Twitter that “surge testing” is
being deployed in more areas where cases of coronavirus
variants have been found.

The DHSC said additional surge testing and sequenc-
ing is being deployed to targeted areas around
Worcestershire, an area in Sefton, and areas in Bristol and
South Gloucestershire.

“Surge testing is in addition to existing extensive test-
ing,and in combination with following the lockdown rules
and remembering hands-face-space, will help to monitor
and suppress the spread of the virus,”the department said
in a statement. Meanwhile, more than 12 million people in
Britain have been given thefirst jab of the coronavirus vac-
cine,according to the latest official figures.

Gemocratic Republic of Congo
confirms a new Ebola case

Saudi-led coalition intercepts bomb-
laden drone
Riyadh,

The Saudi-led coalition involved in the war in
Yemen said it intercepted a second bomb-laden
drone launched by the Houthi militia towards the
Kingdom’s southern region. The first drone was de-
stroyed on Sunday morning and it also targeted the
country’s southern region, reports Xinhua news
agency.

The Coalition Spokesperson Turki Al-Malki re-
newed his accusation against the Houthi militia of
“systematically and deliberately targeting civilians

Huma Qureshi from Walsall in the West Mld\ands, mamed Richard,a non-Muslim. The (ouple have three (hll—
dren together and have been married for ten years. Here she tells her story of how she met her husband on the
dating website Love-struck and how her parents reacted.The couple are pictured left on their wedding day and

top right with their children.

US could return to full
employment in 2022: Yellen

Washington,

The US could return to
full employment in 2022 if
President Joe Biden'’s $1.9
trillion Covid-19 relief pack-
age is implemented, Trea-
sury Secretary Janet Yellen
said.

“There’s absolutely no
reason why we should suf-
fer through a long, slow re-
covery,” Xinhua news
agency quoted Yellen as
saying in a CNN interview
on Sunday.

“I would expect that, if
this package is passed, that
we would get back to full
employment next year.”

Citing a recent analysis
from the Congressional
Budget Office, Yellen said
the US unemployment rate
is going to"stay elevated for
years to come” without ad-
ditional support.

“It would take until 2025
in order to get the unem-
ploymentrate down to4 per
cent again,”she said.

US employers added
just 49,000 jobs in January,
after slashing downwardly
revised 227,000 jobs in De-

cember 2020, the Labour
Department reported.

The unemployment rate,
meanwhile, fell gy 0.4 per-
centage point to 6.3 per
cent in January, still well
above the pre-pandemic
level of 3.5 per cent in Feb-
ruary 2020.

Yellen also downplayed
the potential inflation risk
from the $1.9 trillion Covid-
19 relief package, named
the‘American Rescue Plan’

“My predecessor has in-
dicated that there’sachance
that this will cause inflation
to rise. And that’s also a risk
that we have to consider. |
have spent many years
studying inflation and wor-
rying about inflation,” said
the Treasury Secretary.

“We have the tools to
deal with that risk if it
materialises. But we face a
huge economic challenge
here and tremendous suf-
fering in the country. We
have got to address that.
That's the biggest risk,” she
added.

Yellen’s remarks came
after both chambers of Con-

gress on January 5 passed a
budget resolution, a key
step which would allow
Democrats to push through
Biden'’s relief package with-
out Republican support.

“We need a big package.
And we need to get this
done quickly. And those are
the things that the presi-
dentis really committed to,”
she said.

Tehran,
Iranian Minister of
Health and Medical Edu-
cation Saeed Namaki an-
nounced that the
COUH(YYS vaccination
drive against the novel
coronavirus will begin on
Tuesday.

Inoculation will start
for the population groups
most at risk: doctors and
nurses working in contact
with Covid-19 patients at
intensive care units,

Iran to start Covid-19 vaccination on Tuesday

Xinhua news agency
quoted Namaki as saying
on Sunday.

The official made the
announcement at the
launch event for the clinical
trial of a vaccine developed
by Iran’s Razi Vaccine and
Serum Research Institute.

On Sunday, Ministry
spokeswoman Sima Sadat
Lari announced 7,065 new
Covid-19 cases, raising the
country’s overall count to
1,466,435.

Of the newly infected
544 had to be hospitalised|
she said.

Over the weekend, 5
new deaths were regis
tered, the lowest daily fig|
ure since May 2020, raisin
the overall fatality toll t
58,469.

Lari added tha
1,253,554 infected patient:
have so far recovered o
been released from hospi
tals, with 3,789 still ininten;
sive care units.

Covid-19 testing expanded to more workplaces in England

London,
Covid-19 testing has
been expanded to more
companies in England for
staff who cannot work from
home amidst the ongoing
lockdown, as the UK govern-
ment has urged businesses
and employees to also help
stop the further spread of
Covid-19 in the country.
Businesses with more
than 50 employees are now
able to access lateral flow
tests, which can produce re-
sultsin less than 30 minutes,
Xinhua news agency re-
ported.

Animproved formulation of the vaccine Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine that will help
tackle the South African variant of the disease should be ready by the autumn, scien-
tists said yesterday. Professor Sarah Gilbert (top right), lead researcher in the Oxford
team, told the BBC's Andrew Marr Show that her team currently has 'a version with
the South African spike sequence in the works' with hopes it will be ready to admin-
ister later this year. It comes after preliminary research showed that the Oxford jab
(broadcaster Loyd Grossman receiving the Oxford AstraZeneca vaccine, left) had a
'minimal effect’ in protecting against mild disease caused by the variant in 2,000 vol-
unteers. Data from the Department for Health today showed that Britain recorded
15,845 cases,down by 25 per cent from 21,088 cases last Sunday. The number of daily
Covid-related deaths fell by 36 per cent week—on—week, from 587 last Sunday down

to 373 (bottom right).

‘Revoking of Houthis' terror
designation complicates Yemen crisis’

Sanaa,

Yemen'’s government
has said that the US
administration’s intention to
revoke the designation of
the Houthi militia as a “For-
eign Terrorist Organisation”
would complicate the
country’s years-long crisis.

Information Minister
Muammar Iryani said in a
statement on Sunday that
the revocation “sends a
wrong messages to the rebel
group andits Iranian backers
by giving them more cour-
age to continue their violent
military approach’ reports
Xinhua news agency

The Minister said the
move by President Joe
Biden’s administration “will
contribute to complicating
the Yemeni crisis, prolonging
the coup,and will exacerbate
the humanitarian suffering
caused by theyears-longwar
that was waged by the mili-
tias’On February 5,a US State
Department official con-
firmed that Secretary of State
Antony Blinken intends to
remove the Houthi group
from the “Foreign Terrorist
Organizations” list and had
notified Congress of this in-
tention.

According to critics, the
designation, which was an-
nounced by former Secre-
tary of State Mike Pompeo

on January 11, could hinder
efforts to deliver humanitar-
ian aid to areas under the
militia’s control.

In his first foreign policy
speech since taking office in
January, Biden said on Feb-
ruary 4 that the US will end
its support for offensive op-
erations in the Yemen con-
flict and that his country
would step up diplomacy
and support UN-led initiative
to end the war.

“Weare ending all Ameri-
can support for offensive
operations in the war in
Yemen, including relevant
arms sales,” the President

said in his first major foreign
policy speech since taking
office last month.
According to figures re-
leased by the UN in Decem-
ber 2020, more than 230,000
Yemenis have died in the six-
year-old war, mostly because
of a lack of food, health ser-
vices and infrastructure.
Yemen hasbeen miredin
civil war since late 2014
when the Iran-backed
Houthi rebels seized control
of several northern prov-
inces and forced the Saudi-
backed government of Presi-
dent Abd-Rabbu Mansour
Hadi out of the capital Sanaa.

Previously only firms
with more than 250 staff
qualified for testing.

Health Secretary Matt
Hancock urged businesses
and employees to take up
the offer to “stop this virus
spreading”

“When you consider
that around one in three
people have the virus with-
out symptoms and could
potentially infect

people without even
knowing it,it becomes clear
why focusing testing on
those without symptoms is
so essential,” he said in a
statement on Sunday, add-
ing that firms should regu-
larly test staff.

The government said
the wider criteria would
“hugely”increase the num-
ber of different businesses
thatare able to sign up, with
small and medium-sized
companies now able to take
part.

Meanwhile, Business
Secretary Kwasi Kwarteng
said the expanded work-
place testing regime would
complement the

rollout of Covid-19 vac-
cinesin the drive to“reopen
the economy and recover
our way of life as soon as it
is safe to do so”

The Chambers of Com-
merce said it would be
“working hard to ensure

that eligible businesses take
up this opportunity”.

Hancock has confirmed
that the UK remains “on
track” to complete the vac-
cination of the top priority
groups, which cover 15 mil-
lion people, by mid-Febru-
ary.

Britain aims to offer all
adults their first dose by au-
tumn.

Currently accounting for
the fourtl largest
coronavirus cases and the
fifth highest death toll, the
UK’s total number of infec-
tions and fatalities as of
Monday morning stood at
3,957,177 and 112,681, re-
spectively.

Iraq resumes transporting

oil derivatives b¥

Baghdad,

The Iragi Republic Rail-
way Company (IRR) an-
nounced that it has re-
sumed limited transporta-
tion of oil derivatives from
the country’s central region
to the south in an attempt
to revive the railway sector.
On Sunday, the govern-
ment-owned corporation
also announced the reha-
bilitation of 100 of its rail
tank cars by the company’s

workers, who also rebuilt
many of the company’s
damaged buildings and
equipment, Xinhua news
agency quoted the local al-
Sabah newspaper as saying
inareport.

Under a contract signed
with the Ministry of Oil, the
IRRis currently transporting
1,000 cubic metres of oil de-
rivatives a day from the Baiji
oil reflnery in Salahudin
province in the north of

Israeli security cabinet rejects
ICC's move on jurisdiction

Tel Aviv,

The Israeli security cabinet said that the International
Criminal Court (ICC) has no jurisdiction to investigate war
crimes allegedly committed by the Jewish state.

The ICC’s decision on February 5 came after lengthy
deliberations, prompted by a Palestinian request to probe
Israeli military actions in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank,
reports Xinhua news agency.Welcomed by the Palestinians,
the decision by the court says that it has jurisdiction to in-
vestigate events that have occurred in territories in theWest

Bank and Gaza.

“The security cabinet rejects outright the scandalous
decision,”it said in a statement on Sunday.

According to the cabinet, the ICC has no jurisdiction to
investigate events in the West Bank and Gaza.

The cabinet said that the ruling by the pre-trial cham-
ber of three ICC judges as “exposes the court as a political
body that stands in line with international organizations
driven by antisemitic elements”.

A day after the decision, Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu denounced the move, saying it was “pure anti-
semitism’“We will fight this perversion of justice,” he said
in a recorded statement. The country’s Attorney General
Avichai Mandelblit said that “Israel is committed to the fun-
damental values of international law,and is fully capable of
examining alleged violations of the law on its own”

“There is absolutely no place for the ICC’s intervention
in matters that are under the jurisdiction of the state of Is-

rael,” he added.

US film, TV union bars Trump from future re-admission

Washington,

The US Screen Actors
Guild-American Federation
of Television and Radio Art-
ists (SAG-AFTRA) has passed
a resolution pre-emptively
denying any potential re-
admission applications by
former President Donald
Trump.

The resolution, passed
in aZoom video-conference
on Saturday by the union’s
National Board, cites the
same concerns that
prompted the initial disci-

plinary charges against
Trump,“notably his antago-
nism of the union’s journal-
ist members and disregard
for the values and integrity
of the union’ the SAG-
AFTRA said in a statement
issued on Sunday.
“Preventing Donald
Trump from ever rejoining
SAG-AFTRA is more than a
symbolic step,”Xinhua news
agency quoted SAG-AFTRA
President Gabrielle Carteris
as saying in the statement.
“Itis a resounding state-

ment that threatening orin-
citing harm against fellow
members will not be toler-
ated. An attack against one
is an attack against all,”
Carteris added. Trump had
been a member of the SAG-
AFTRA since 1989. The
union represents approxi-
mately 160,000 film and
television actors,journalists,
artists and other media pro-
fessionals. SAG-AFTRA's na-
tional board, while meeting
in a special session last
month, found “probable

cause” that Trump had “vio-
lated the union’s Constitu-
tion’ and ordered the mat-
ter to be heard the union’s
Disciplinary Committee.

The charges cite the
former President’s rolein in-
citing the deadly riots on the
US Capitol on January 6,and
his “sustaining a reckless
campaign of misinforma-
tion aimed at discrediting
and ultimately threatening
the safety of journalists,
many of whom are SAG-
AFTRA members’

train

aghdad to Umm Qasr Port
in the southern province of
Basra, said Talib al-Husseiny,
head of the IRR.

Al-Husseiny pointed out
that the contract will turn
the railway company to be
one of the profitable com-
panies.

Moreover,"the company
has a contract toimport 250
new rail tank cars, of which
39 have arrived in Iraq, and
some 150 others will arrive
in the coming days, while
the remaining 61 rail tank
cars will arrive later’, al-
Husseiny added.

Iraq seeks to support
and revive its companies,
which were negatively af-
fected by years of wars and
conflicts, to give a push to
the country’s economy by
reducing dependence on
the export of crude oil.

Currently, Iragi economy
relies heavily on crude oil
exports, which represent
more than 90 per cent of the
country’s revenues.

—IANS

Qm 9,720), the CSSE figures showed.

and civilian sites.” The Houthi militia has intensified
attacks on the Yemeni government-held cities in the
past year, according to the government of the war-
torn country.Yemen has been mired in civil war since
late 2014, when the Houthi rebels seized control of
northern provinces and forced the internationally-
recognized government of President Abd-Rabbu
Mansour Hadi out of the capital Sanaa.The Saudi-led
Arab coalition intervened in the Yemeni conflict in
2015 to support Hadi’s government. In March, coali-
tion will complete its sixth year of involvement in the
war.

Israel starts lifting curbs of 3rd
national lockdown

Tel Aviv,

Israel has started lifting Covid-19-related restric-
tions, almost six weeks after the country entered a
third nationwide lockdown to curb the pandemic.

The ban on travelling more than 1,000 metres
from home was lifted on Sunday, while some busi-
nesses also started reopening, reports Xinhua news
agency.Schools and kindergartens remain closed and
outgoing and incoming flights are still banned, ex-
cept for exceptional cases.

Israel entered its third nationwide lockdown on
December 27,2020 as the country rolled out a large-
scale Covid-19 vaccination drive. So far,about 3.4 mil-
lion have received the first shot of the vaccine.With a
population of about 9 million, Israel has reported a
totfal of 687,492 coronavirus cases and 5,096 deaths
sofar.

Sudan PM issues decision to dissolve
gOVt
Khartoum,
Sudanese Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok has
issued a decision to dissolve the government, the
Council of Ministers said in a statement.

“In accordance with the provisions of the consti-
tutional document for the transitional period, the
Prime Minister issued a decision today to relieve the
ministers and ministers of state in the government
of the transitional period from their posts and end
the assignment of the acting ministers,”Xinhua news
agency quoted the statement as saying on Sunday.

According to the decision, the relieved ministers
would remain in their ministries as caretaker minis-
ters until the new government is formed.

Earlier in the day, the Council of Transitional Pe-
riod Partners in Sudan agreed to announce the new
government on Monday.

Global Covid-19 cases top 106 mn:
Johns Hopkins

Washington,

The total number of global coronavirus cases has
topped 106 million, while the deaths have surged to
more than 2.31 million, according to the Johns
Hopkins University.

In its latest update on Monday morning, the
University’s Center for Systems Science and Engineer-
ing (CSSE) revealed that the current global caseload
and death toll stood at 106,056,229 and 2,315,156,
respectively.

The US is the worst-hit country with the world’s
highest number of cases and deaths at 27,004,529
and 463,433, respectively, according to the CSSE. In-
dia comes in second place in terms of cases at
10,826,363.

The other countries with more than a million con-
firmed coronavirus cases are Brazil (9,447,165), the UK
(3,957,177), Russia (3,923,461), France (3,395,981),
Spain (2,941,990, Italy (2,636,738), Turkey (2,531,456),
Germany (2,291,673),Colombia (2,157,216), Argentina
(1,980,347), Mexico (1,932,145), Poland (1,550,255),
South Africa (1,476,135), Iran (1,466,435), Ukraine
(1,288,669), Peru (1,180,478), Indonesia (1,157,837),
Czech Republic (1,034,975) and the Netherlands

%

| did for you!"

Sven Badzak, 22, (main picture) was hunted down and brutally attacked by up to
eight suspects on Willesden Lane in Kilburn just after 5.30pm on Saturday and died
bleeding in the street with his bag of shopping next to him. He was one of two people
knifed to death on an appalling weekend of violence in London where at least 14 oth-
ers were wounded in an ‘abhorrent’ spate of seven separate stabbings. Police believe
Sven (right with Boris Johnson and George Osborne as a child) was murdered in a
'barbaric' attack after an altercation with a group while walking down the street with a
friend. He fell over while being chased and was fatally stabbed after getting separated
from his friend, who was also injured but managed to 'seek sanctuary' in a shop, Scot-
land Yard said. Mr Badzak was pronounced dead at the scene and his companion -
named locally as 'Bobby' and believed to still be a teenager - was taken to hospital
where he is in critical condition. His heartbroken mother Jasna, a former Tory activist,
has paid tribute to her 'beloved' son and tweeted a message for the Prime Minister
saying: 'Boris, this is my only son Sven with you and you knew him as he helped your
campaign. Sven was killed yesterday. Please get someone to help me after everything
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ﬁdvertising board falls on Dom Bess\

head during media interaction

Chennai,

England off-spinner Dom Bess had a funny mo-
ment during a virtual media interaction at the end of
the third day’s play in the first Test against India here
at the MA Chidambaram Stadium when he was
knocked on the head by the advertising board.

Bess, who had a memorable day into the middle
on Sunday as he picked up four Indian wickets, was
interacting with the media persons at the stadium
when the advertising board fell on him.The England
off-spinner, however, kept his calm and continued
with the interaction.

Bess scalped the wickets of Cheteshwar Pujara
(73),Virat Kohli (11), Ajinkya Rahane (1) and Rishabh
Pant (91)."It’s certainly up there with the most satis-
fying wickets of my career,” Bess said while talking
about Kohli’s dismissal."Obviously he’s aphenomenal,
world-class player. But it was special more for what
my process was.

“It wasn't about bowling that magic ball. It was
about smashing in 10-15 balls in a good area. Then
something will happen. It's the process of getting
there. | was really pleased that | kept him in a spot,
then one has gone and it’s straight to Ollie Pope,” he
added. Meanwhile, India on Monday were bundled
out for 337 in reply to England’s first inning score of
578, thus conceding a hefty lead of 241 runs

‘The Record’: Documentary on
Australia’s journey at 2020 Women’s
T20 WC

Sydney,

Cricket Australia on Monday launched the trailer
of adocumentaryThe Record’which depicts Austra-
lian women'’s team journey at the 2020 Women’s T20
World Cup where they defeated India in a pulsating
final to emerge as champions.

The documentary follows the heroic exploits on
the field and the equally daring off-field campaign to
“fill the MCG" for the final on International Women's
Day 2020. It goes inside the most dramatic World Cup
in history — and gives voice to the players who be-
long on this stage.

Produced by Her Films, the documentary has
voices of Meg Lanning, Rachael Haynes, Australia
head coach Matthew Mott, Beth Mooney, Megan
Schutt, Alyssa Healy, Ellyse Perry, Molly Strano,
Harmanpreet Kaur,Heather Knight, Dane van Niekerk
and Sornnarin Tippoch.Cricket Australia interim CEO
Nick Hockley said ‘The Record' is a production that
the cricket board is extremely proud of and excited
to see come to life.

“The documentation of Australia’s ICC Women's
T20 World Cup campaign has given us the opportu-
nity to reflect on what was a monumental occasion
for cricket,” he said.

ACB signs contract for 2nd phase

construction of stadium in Nangarhar
Kabul,

The Afghanistan Cricket Board (ACB) has signed
an official contract with Noor Matoon Construction
Company for the second phase construction of
Najeeb Tarakai Cricket Stadium in Nangarhar.

In a statement, ACB informed that the second
phase construction activities will consist of surround-
ing walls, oval ground, borowell, water tanks as well
as the levelling of the ground.

The construction will start from February 13 and
will be completed in a period of seven months, the
statement added.

Last year in December, ACB had secured land for
anew state-of-the-art stadium in Kabul.

Afghanistan President Mohammad Ashraf Ghani
had allocated 120,000 square meters of land in
Alokhail area of the capital city for the construction
of the stadium. Afghanistan used to host teams in
Sharjah (2010-16) after their inception in international
cricket.Then they had their adopted home groundin
India in Greater Noida (2017) and Dehradun (2018-
19) which was then shifted to the Ekana Cricket Sta-
dium in Lucknow in 2019. —IANS

RBI tightening supervision of largest
NBFCs to avoid systemic spillovers:
Moody’s
New Delhi,
India’s risk-based internal audit requirement for
non-banking finance companies is credit positive,
Moodys Investors Service said.

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) issued guidelines
for the country’s largest non-banking finance com-
panies (NBFCs) to implement a risk-based internal
audit framework, in line with banks. The framework
requires an NBFC'’s internal audit function to assess
risks independently of its existing risk-management
functions.

The requirement s credit positive because it adds
another layer of risk monitoring and improves the
cogpanies'resiliencetounexpected shocks,Moody's
said.

The guidelines will apply to all deposit-taking
NBFCs or NBFCs with assets of more than Rs 500 bil-
lion as of March 31, 2022. The framework’s applica-
tion to the largest NBFCs reflects the RBI's ongoing
efforts to strengthen and harmonise regulatory
norms between NBFCs and banks. The NBFC sector
has been increasingly important to credit growth in
India.

U’khand project damage may not be

material as per SEBI norms: NTPC
New Delhi,

A day after an under-construction NTPC hydro-
electric project was damaged in Uttarakhand'’s
Chamoli district, the state-run power major said on
Monday that the damage may not be considered
material or significant as per SEBI norms in the light
of overall size of the company’s operations and its
total capacity.

Noting thatflash flood triggered by a glacier break
near Tapovan in Uttarakhand damaged a part of the
Tapovan Vishnugad (520 MW) project, the PSU said
that appropriate insurance cover is available for the
losses or damage it suffered.

Cutting off-budget borrowings has

raised fiscal deficit guidance
New Delhi,

Government's more transparent stand in terms
of its accounts has resulted in country’s fiscal deficit
taking a longer glide path towards consolidation.

According to a research report by Crisil, with off-
budget expenditures such as Food Corporation of
India’s (FCI's) loans from the National Small Savings
Fund (NSSF) and government fully serviced bonds
now getting accounted for when calculating the fis-
cal deficit in the more transparent scheme, the fiscal
consolidation path may stretch longer.

Excluding these two items, fiscal deficit could have
been lower by 0.5-1.0 per cent in fiscal 2021 and 0.6
per cent in fiscal 2022, the rating agency’s research
report said.Talking about the impact oleg her defi-
cit on economy, the report suggests though a large
fiscal deficit could be inflationary, spending and au-

ers well for jobs.

Serena Williams has turned heads after she wore a one-legged catsuit to her match with Laura Siegemund on
Rod Laver Arena. Williams wore the brightly coloured catsuit to play against the German player and won in less

than an hour,and will next play Serbian world No.99 Nina Stojanovic.

Ishant Sharma 3rd Indian
ick 300 Test wickets

pacerto p

Chennai,

Ishant Sharma on Mon-
day became only the third
Indian fast bowler to scalp
300 wickets in Test cricket.
He achieved the feat on Day
Four of the first Test here at
the MA Chidambaram Sta-
dium when he got the
wicket of England’s Daniel
Lawrence in their second
innings.Lawrence scored 18
runs off the 47 deliveries he

faced before he got out lbw
against Ishant.

Kapil Dev and Zaheer
Khan are the other Indian
fast bowlers to reach 300-
wicket milestone in the
longest format of the game.

Ravichandran Ashwin,
Anil Kumble and Harbhajan
Singh are the other Indian
bowlers to scalp 300 or
more wickets inTest cricket.

Ishant, however, is the

slowest Indian bowler to
scalp 300 wickets. He
reached the milestone in 98
Test matches, whereas
Ashwin — having scalped
300 wickets in 54 Tests — is
the fastest. Ashwin is fol-
lowed by Kumble (66),
Harbhajan (72), Kapil Dev
(83) and Zaheer (89).

Kumble remains the
highest wicket-taker for In-
dia in Test cricket.

Sport

Australian Open on alert as 2nd hotel
worker tests positive for Covid

Sydney,

A second hotel quarantine worker tested positive for
Covid-19 in Melbourne on Monday, the same day the Aus-
tralian Open (AO) was scheduled to commence.

Last Wednesday, a quarantine worker at one of the ho-
tels directly linked to the Australian Open had also tested
positive, forcing the cancellation of a day’s play at lead-in
events, reports Xinhua news agency.

Tournament Director Craig Tilley said that he was con-
fident the event could go ahead safely despite Monday's
case.”We've been preparing this for over a year, it will be
one of the safest places to be through the health screen-
ing that we are doing,"Tilley told Channel Nine.

Victoria State officials said the latest case was employed
at Melbourne Airport’s Holiday Inn and tested negative on
February 4 before returning to work on February 7 where
they developed symptoms and returned a positive result.

Several venues in Melbourne were named as being
aftficials launching a full public health response.

“We are contacting Holiday Inn Airport workers and
others who are considered primary close contacts.They are
required to |mmed|ately isolate, get tested and remain iso-
lated for 14 days,” the Victorian Government Department
of Health said in a statement.

In response to the first hotel worker testing positive,
Victoria reintroduced Covid-19 containment measures,______

innumber of visitors allowed in homes to 15.

Edtech firm BYJU’s becomes
ICC’s global partner for 3 years

New Delhi,
The International
Cricket Council (ICC) on
Monday announced edtech
platform BYJU'S as its global
partner from 2021 to 2023.
In addition to the inte-
grated brand presence at
some of the world’s biggest
sporting events, BYJU'S will
work closely with the ICC to
deepen engagement with
fans through the creation of
innovative campaigns.

Rishabh Pant wins ICC Player of the Month award for Jan 2021

Chennai,
India wicketkeeper-
batsman Rishabh Pant on
Monday won the ICC Men's
Player of the Month award
for January 2021.Pant won
the award for his perfor-
mances in the two Tests
against Australia where he
scored a 97 in Sydney and
anunbeaten 89in Brisbane
thatled India to a historic 2-
1 series win Down Under.
“Iam delighted to be re-
ceiving the inaugural ICC
Men's Player of the Month
Award. For any
sportsperson, contributing
to a team win is the ulti-
mate reward but such ini-

tiatives help motivate
youngsters such as myself
to do better each time,”said
Pant as per an ICC media
release.

“I dedicate this award to
every member of Team In-
dia that contributed to our
victory in Australia and also
thank all my fans who
voted for me,” he added.

Meanwhile,  South
Africa’s Shabnim Ismail was
named the ICC Women’s
Player of the Month for her
performances across three
ODIs and two T20Is. Ismail
took seven wickets in the
victorious ODI series
against Pakistan, before

taking five wickets in the
second T20I against the
same opposition.

“Winning the ICC
Women’s Player of the
Month in January just
shows that all the hard
work | put in during the
lockdown has paid off for
me. This accolade would
not have been possible if it
were not for my teammates
and | am grateful and
thankful for all your sup-
port,”said Ismail.

The ICC on January 27
had announced the intro-
duction of the’ICC Player of
the Month’ awards to
recognise and celebrate

Man City win in Anfield to strengthen
lead as rivals all falter in PL

London,
Manchester City have
taken a huge step towards
the Premier Leaguetitle with
their recent 4-1 win away to
Liverpool — a triumph that
owed alarge amount to their
impressive finishing and two
bad errors from Liverpool
keeper, Alisson Becker, who
gifted their second and third
oals with dreadful passes
rom the back.

The result leaves
Liverpool 10 points behind
Manchester City,who have a
gameinhand over themand
over Manchester United and
Leicester, five and seven
points behind respectively,
reports Xinhua news agency.

Two goals from Ilkay

Gundogan (also missed a
penalty) and one each from
Raheem Sterling and Phil
Foden on Sunday gave Pep
Guardiola’s men a record-
equaling 14th consecutive
win in all competitions.

Although Mohamed
Salah’s second-half penalty
cancelled out Gundogan’s
49th-minute opener, two
awful passes out from
Alisson helped to gift
Gundogan and Sterling their
goals before Foden under-
lined his quality with a stun-
ning finish to net City’s
fourth. Manchester United
dropped two vital points af-
ter conceding a 95th-minute
equalizerathometo Everton
on Saturday night.

United took a 2-0 first-
half lead thanks to Edinson
Cavanibuttwo goalsin three
minutes at the start of the
second half from Abdoulaye
Doucoure and James
Rodriguez drew Everton
level.

Scott McTominay’s
header with 20 minutes left
to play looked to have won
the game for United but
Dominic Calvert-Lewin’s
95th-minute equalizer with
the last kick of the game saw
itend 3-3.

Wolvesand Leicester City
produced an entertaining
goal despite the final score of
0-0. Leicester keeper Kaspar
Schmeichel madeafine save
frm Silva,

Ashwin 1st Indian spinner to take
wicket on first ball of a Test innings

Chennai,

Ravichandran Ashwin

on Monday achieved a
unique feat as he became
the first Indian spinner to
take a wicket off the first ball
of an innings in Test cricket.
He achieved the feat
during England’s second in-
nings on Day Four of the first
Test here at the MA
Chidambaram Stadium
when he took the wicket of

Rory Burns.

The ball turned sharply
taking the edge of the bat of
Burnsand went straightinto
the hands of vice captain
Ajinky ?la Rahane standing in
the sli

The first incident of a
spinner getting a wicket off
the first ball of aTestinnings
took place in 1888 when
Bobby Peel dismissed Alec
Bannerman off the first ball

of the second inniings in the
third Testat the Old Trafford,
Manchester during the
Ashes series.

In 1907, South Africa’s
Bert Vogler repeated the
feat when he scalped
England’s Tom Hayward at
the Oval in London.

Meanwhile, India on
Monday were bundled out
for337inreply to England’s
first inning.

LIVERPOOL 1-4 MANCHESTER CITY - MARTIN SAMUEL AT ANFIELD: And that's why
they're champions.Not yet, of course. But one day soon, surely. Manchester City are in
rare form right now and this was the emphatic win that confirms their dominance in
this strangest of seasons. What once looked open, is now closed. There may only be
five points in it, between City and the team below, but that will stretch to eight if they
win their game in hand. And City are better than Manchester United, we know that.
Liverpool, still, were seen as their prime challengers. And that debate was settled across
45 minutes.The first-half was disappointing.The second, a rout.

the best performances of
both male and female crick-
eters across all forms of in-
ternational cricket through-
out the year. The three
nominees for each of the
categories are shortlisted
based on on-field perfor-
mances and overall
achievements during the
period of that month (the
first to the last day of each
calendar month). This

shortlist is then voted on by
the independent ICCVoting
Academy and fans around
the world.

In August 2019, the
company became the offi-
cial jersey partners of the
Indian cricket team.

“We are excited to have
BYJU'S on board as one of
our global partners and look
forward to having a great
innings together.Cricketis a
sport where resilience, per-
severance and conviction
are crucial qualities and the
partnership with BYJU'S will
allow that to be fostered by
a wider audience both
young and old,” said Manu
Sawhney Chief Executive,
ICC.

The three-year agree-
mentwill see BYJU'S partner
all ICC events over the pe-
riod, including the forth-
coming ICC Men's T20World
Cup in India, and the ICC
Women's Cricket World Cup
in New Zealand.

As a global partner,
BYJU'S will have extensive
in-venue, broadcast, and
digital rights across all ICC
events, the top cricketing
body said in a statement.

“Itis amatter of pride for
us as an Indian company to
represent our nation on a

globalplatform like this.Just
as cricket inspires billions
across the world, we too as
alearning company hope to
inspire the love onlearnlng
in every child’ life,”said Byju
Raveendran, Founder and
CEO, BYJU'S.

BYJU'S is India’s largest
ed-tech company and the
creator of India’s most loved
school learning app which
offers highly adaptive, en-
gaging and effective learn-
ing programs for students in
LKG, UKG, classes 1-12 (K-12)
and competitive exams like
JEE,NEET and IAS.

BYJU'S currently has
over 80 million registered
students and 5.5 million an-
nual paid subscriptions.

With an average time of
71 minutes being spent by
a student on the app every
day from over 1,700 cities,
the app is creating a new
way of learning through vi-
suallessons.

BYJU'S last year acquired
White Hat Jr, a Mumbai-
based programming start-
up focused on empowering
children with coding skills.

ANS

Tom Brady brought Rob Gronkowski, Antonio Brown and Leonard Fournette to
Tampa Bay to win a Super Bowl. And that's exactly what they did. After another
storybook year - the most unlikely, remarkable season of his incredible career - Brady
collected his seventh ring and fifth Super Bowl MVP as the Buccaneers trounced the
Kansas City Chiefs 31-9. Aided by Todd Bowles' defense, which bullied, negated and

made Patrick Mahomes (right) look mortal, Brady put on a clinic as he led the Bucs to
a second Vince Lombardi Trophy in franchise history.

Serena, Venus, Osaka cruise into
Australia Oﬁpen second round

Melbourne,
Serena Williams, in
search for a record-tying
24th Grand Slam title,
started her Australian Open
campaign in an emphatic
manner as she zipped past
Laura Siegemund of Ger-
many, 6-1, 6-1, on to notch
her opening-round win on
Monday.

With the win, the seven-
time Australian Open cham-
pion improved her flawless
record in first-round
matches at Grand Slam
events to anastounding 76-
1

Serena is contesting a
milestone 20th Australian
Open, and her 56-minute
win over Siegemund was
her 100th career match at
theevent.

is was a good start.
Definitely vintage ‘Rena,”
the 39-year-old said after
the match. “It's definitely
good.|thinkI'm pretty good
at pacing myself in a Grand
Slam.

"Lastyearwasverycrazy
forthe world,and to be able
to do what | love and to be
able to come out and com-
pete and play at a Grand
Slam, after the last 12
months,it makes me appre-
ciate the moment even
more,”she added.

The American will next
face Serbia’s Nina Stojanovic
on Wednesday.

Earlier in the day,
Serena’s elder sister Venus
alsoregistered a straight-set
win in her opening round
contest, defeating Kirsten

Flipkens of Belgium 7-5,6-2,
atthe Margaret Court Arena.

Meanwhile, three-time
Grand Slam champion
Naomi Osaka defeated Rus-
sian Anastasia
Pavlyuchenkova 6-1, 6-2 in
her opening round contest
which lasted 68 minutes at
the Rod Laver Arena.

“I feel like for me the
most recent memory | have
of playing her was in the
Osaka final (to win the title
in 2019), 50 it's always really
hard to play someone that
good in the first round,”
Osaka said after the match.

She will next lock horns
with former world number
four Caroline Garcia from
France, who overcame
Slovenia's Polona Hercog, 7-
6(6),6-3.

Football Delhi to begin competition
calendar from March 15,2021

New Delhi,

Football Delhi has de-
cided to start the competi-
tions from March 15 with
Senior Division League in
order to meet the deadline
for nominating clubs from
the national capital to Na-
tional 2nd Division League.
Women'’s league will kick

off from March 25, followed
by Corporate Futsal League
in April. The new season
2021-22 will kick start in

June 2021 with a Delhi Cup,
a knock-out competition,
open toall affiliated clubs of
the association, followed by
C-Division League.

The association had sus-
pended all its activities on
March 15 last year due to
Covid-19 pandemic and
thus exactly after a year lo-
cal competitions will be re-
sumed in Delhi following
covid-19 protocols.

In the Executive Com-
mittee meeting, which took

place on Sunday, it was also
decided to hold selection
trials for Sub-Junior Girls
(Under-15) Delhi state team
from February 20 in order to
start the preparation for Na-
tional Sub-Junior Champi-
onship as girls from this
competition will be scouted
to be part of India U17
Women's team which would
play in FIFA U17 Women'’s
World Cup 2022, India.

Shaji Prabhakaran, Presi-
dent Football Delhi,
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Indians said‘l Love You' to

Alexa 19K times a day

Bengaluru,
Amazon Alexa turned
three in India on Monday
and the customer interac-
tions with the virtual assis-
tant increased 67 per cent
in 2020.The customers said
“I'love you”to Alexa 19,000
times a day, up a massive
1,200 per cent from 2019,
according to the company.
More customers in non-
metro cities brought home
an Echo device,accounting
for over 50 per cent of
India’s Alexa users.
“Beitthe Echo devicein
theliving room, 100+ Alexa
built-in devices or your
favourite smartphone, it is
heart-warming to see users
across the length and
breadth of the country
across age groups find

value and adopt Alexa in

-+

their daily lives’ said
Puneesh Kumar, Country
Leader for Alexa, Amazon
India.

“For us, it is always Day
1 as we learn from our cus-
tomers and continue to add

new features, improving
Alexa’s understanding on
topics that matter to users
locally,” he said in a state-
ment.Customers from over
85 per cent pin codes pur-
chased Echo smart speak-
ersin 2020. On Alexa’s third
anniversary, Amazon said it
will make the digital assi
tant affordable, more acces-
sible for customers looking
to welcome the voice ser-
vice in their homes.
“Starting 12 midnight
on February 15, for 24
hours, sellers on Amazon.in
will have blockbuster offers
on best-selling Echo De-
vices, attractive smart
home bundles and more.
Customers can also shop
from a curation of smart-
home accessories from
some of India’s biggest con-
sumer electronic brands,”
the company announced.
Leading smartphone
brands in India now offer
Alexa built-in phones. Cur-
rently, there are six
smartphones including

dmi Note 9 Pro and
OnePlus Nord that offer
built-in Alexa..

In 2020, Alexa debuted
on the Amazon Shopping
App (Android only) and re-
sponded to over 5.8 Lakh
requests every day to
search for products, best
deals,and music.

Last year, customers in
India asked Alexato control
a smart home gadget 8.6
lakh times every day, prefer-
ring voice to control their
smart home gadgets.

ed by Amazon Echo
devices, the shipments of
smart home speakers were
expected to cross 7.5 lakh
units in India by the end of
2020, which is an all-time
high, according to market
research firm techARC.

| have changed my name from
BHAVNABEN HARSUKHLAL
PANSURIYA to new name
BHAVNA HARSUKH
PANSURIA Add.:26-B, Lad
Society,

Bio Science

Research Centre

antiwvada
University Sardafkrushinagar-364 506.
SHORT TENDER NOTICE
NO.: SDAU-BSRC-PUR 2.1 to 2.2/2020-21

On-line tenders through e-procurement are invited from the
manufacturerslauthorized dealers for supply of Laboratory

establishing hardening Unit |
BSRC, S

DAU, Sardarkrushinagar. For more details visit the

parties for
for plant tissue culture at

website
www.sdau.edu.in and www.statetenders.com. The last
date for on-line submission of tenders along with relevant
fees and documents is 17.02.2021

Date : 06.02.2021
No.DDI/PAL/512/2020-2021

Head of Unit

WESTERN RAILWAY - RAJKOT DIVISION

ELECTRICAL WORK AT WIND MILL STATION
Tender Notice No. DRM/RJT/E-
Tender/2020-2021/112 (EL) Dt02-02-
2021. Tender No. DRM/RJT/EL/2020-
202112 (i) Name of Work: Wind Mill
station: Electrical work in connection
with Development of Good Shed. (ii)
Approx. Cost: ¥ 30,78,434/- (i) EMD:
2 61.600/- (iv) Date and time for on line|
2pply: 0n 04-03-2021 up to 15:00 Hours.
Address of the Office: Divisional
Railway Manager (Electrical), Western
Railway, Kothi Compound, Rajkot-360
Web site particulars:

o
WESTERN RAILWAY - AHMEDABAD DIVISION

I have changed my name from
HARSUKHLAL NANJIBHAI
PANSURIYA to new name
HARSUKH NANJIBHAI
PANSURIA Add.:26-B, Lad
Society, Nr. Judges Bunglow,
Bodekdev, Ahmedabad.

5230,

AHMEDABAD TUESDAY 9/2/2021

Hyundai says no longer in

Seoul/New Delhi,

In an apparent setback,
Hyundai said on Monday
that it is no longer in talks
with Apple for the joint de-
velopment of an autono-
mous vehicle.

In a statement, Hyundai
said that it "has received re-
quests to co-develop au-
tonomous electric vehicle
from multiple companies
but they were in the early
stages and nothing has
beenfinalised.”

On the joint develop-
ment of autonomous elec-
tric vehicles with Apple,
Hyundai clearly said that it
was“not conducting consul-
tations with Apple on the
development of autono-
mous vehicles”

Earlier reports men-
tioned that Apple was also
discussing similar plans with
other automobile manufac-
turers besides Hyundai.

Last month, Hyundai
confirmed thatitwas in talks
with Apple to develop an
electric car.

in 2020 talks with A

removed the name of the
tech giant from its further
statements.

The setback came as
amid reports that the first
Apple electric car will be
built on Hyundai's electric
vehicle platform and the ini-
tial model could lead to new
vehicles built in association
with General Motors and
European manufacturer
PSA.Inanote toinvestors, TF
Securities analyst Ming-Chi
Kuo said that Apple’s deep
collaboration with current
automakers (Hyundai
Group, GM and PSA) who
have extensive develop-
ment, production,and quali-
fication experience will sig-
nificantly shorten the Apple
Car development time and
create a time-to-market ad-
vantage” “We believe that

pple for electric car

Apple will leverage current
automakers’ resources and
focus on self-driving hard-
ware and software, semi-
conductors, battery-related
technologies, form factor
and internal space designs,
innovative user experience,
and the integration with
Apple’s existing ecosystem,”
he added.

Kuo believes that the
earliest possible date for an
Apple car to hit the market
is 2025,

The Apple car is
rumoured to feature LiDAR
technology, which could
add a lot of depth to
onboard Al functions. The
vehicle is expected to use a
“C1" chip based on the A12
Bionic processor with in-
cabin Al capabilities such as.
eye-tracking.

K.Z. LEASING AND FINANCE LIMITED
CIN : L65910GJ1986PLC0O0864
Regd. Office : Deshna Chambers, B/h. Kadwa Patidar Wadi, Usmanpura,
Ashram Road, Ahmedabad - 380014. Phone : (079) 27543200
EXTRACT OF STANDALONE UNAUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR
QUARTER AND NINE MONTHS ENDED ON 31ST DECEMBER, 2020. (Rs.in Lans)
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of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations,
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S Korea to spend over $549M
on space projects this year

Seoul,

South Korea's science ministry said on Monday it
will invest $549 million in space projects this year, in-
cluding launching its long-awaited first homegrown
rocket and developing new satellites.

The country plans to launch its first locally built
Nuri rocket in October this year,committing 189.7 bil-
lion won this year to acquire technology to indepen-
dently build space launch vehicles, according to the
Ministry of Science and ICT.

While the country sent its 140-ton Naro rocketinto
space in 2013 after two failed attempts, the first-stage,
main rocket on that launch vehicle was built in Rus-
sia.

The country aims to launch the new 200-ton Nuri
rocket with a mock payload later this year,while a sec-
ond launch, carrying a real satellite, is slated for May
next year.

The science ministry said it will also spend 322.6
billion won on developing technology and services
for new satellites, reports Yonhap news agency.

The ministry said it plans to launch its next-gen-
eration mid-sized observation satellite next month in
Kazakhstan and is working on developing a new pub-
lic communications geostationary orbit satellite.

The country will invest 52.6 billion won on space
exploration, which includes its lunar orbiter project
that is currently preparing for a launch next year.

Rapid on-site drug detection
using wearable sensor
Seoul,

Researchers have developed a wearable sensor
that can detect illegal drugs in sweat.

The drugs can be detected by using
nanomaterials technology that amplify the optical
signal of narcotics to a flexible, body-worn material.

The technology enables fast and highly sensitive
drug detection — the sweat patch is attached to the
skin for a certain period of time and then irradiated
with light for testing.

According to the researchers, it only takes one
minute without requiring additional process.

“The developed technology would overcome the
technological limitations on identifying drug and pro-
hibited substance use and enable drug detection
withoutinvasive and ethical problem,”said researcher
Ho Sang Jung from the Korea Institute of Materials
Science (KIMS).

For the study, published in the journal ACS Ap-
plied Materials and Interfaces, the researchers focused
onsweat whichis notinvasive and relatively free from
human rights issues.

However, only small amount of substances is
charged in sweat, even though sweat contains vari-
ous drugs taken so a highly sensitive sensor technol-
ogy had to be developed for better detection.

The team’s highly sensitive sensing utilized the
surface-enhanced Raman scattering technology ca-
pable of enhancing the Raman signal of chemical
substances by 1010 times and more.

TikTok takes on Facebook with
US e-commerce push: Report

Rs. In Lakhs|
'SUPPLY OF SIGNALING MATERIALIN | |['Sr, No. . ificati - For the year .
CONNECTION WITH ADDITIONAL LOOP l Post l"“ OfVacancy |Quallflcahon & Pay Scale Quarter Ended Nine Months ended on r h; San Francisco,
inci i arch 31, i i ;i iktok i
Dm%! [Principal] 01 as Per AICTE & GTU norms|| sr: Particulars 3112202 0-Sep-20[31-Dec-19] 1-Dec-20[31-Dec-19 | 2020 Chinese short-video making appTiktok is report-
President of India invites E-Tenders| | Interested candidate could send his / her resume with all necessary Unaudited | (Audited edly planning an expansion into e-commerce in the
against Tender No. DRMS1T-AD-S 05| | documents and passport size photograph to above mentioned address | [ Revenue from operations 62350 422.87| 565.00] 1,166.76] 2,039.81 | 2,417.95 glsa n":';:?el')‘ovgi(" go head-to-head with Silicon Valley
21 dlosing dale -2021, or email : shriharikadi677@gmail.com” on or before 19/02/2021 K . .
{ime only. Manual offers are not allowed 5 E::ens:‘:’"”' d s : A70.73) 2,043, 421 ber olf nehw le1atures for 202|1, accorﬁlng to selvehral
against this tender and any such manual SAWACA BUSINESS MACHINES LIMITED - people who have seen its plans, such as a tool that
offer received shal be ignored. Tender 40. - 148, - Y 233,
No. DRM-SnT-ADI-Sig 06 of 2020-21 Regd off.: 45, Chinubhai Towers, Ashram Road, 380 009. Cost of raw material consumed 14084 77.23] 148.00| 24718 47865 35.08 lets its most popular users share links to productsand
(1) Name of Work: Design, Supply, Ph: 079 26583300, Email com Purchases of stock-in-trade - 53.79 - 53.79 - - autgmatlcally earn commission on any sales. .
Llfrﬂfiﬁgn.gﬁ'iﬂ?ﬂ%mmﬁgcﬁﬂg Website : www.sawacabusindess.com CIN : L65910GJ19944PLC023926 Changes of inventories of 3823 25.09 2.00| -27.19[ 239.95| 184.62 ’ It's old-school afflll_adtednc\i:arkeﬂng, _é)ne seElor
(E.L) system at Chharodi BG station in Notice of Board Meeting finished goods and advertising executive said, adding that video makers
Ahmedabad-Viramgam section of work-in-progress would be able to link to any products they liked,even
Ahmedabad Division In connection with| | NOtiCe is hereby given pursuant to Regulation 29 read with Regulation if they were not formally sponsored by the brand, the
Vision of additional loop line and the Employee benefits expense 14885 10384 99.00| 32343| 381.15| 494.55 they Y SP Yy d
provision of additional loop line and the| | 47 of the SEBI (Listing and Disclosure Fi | Ti d late Sund:
extension of dead end of fine no- wilh Fi . 5594|4849 60.00| 147.16| 18022| 22522 inancial Times reported on late Sunday.
eloctfcation. (2) Estimated Cost of| [ Regulations, 2015, that the meeting of the Board of Directors of the [nance costs - - - - - - TikTok, which is owned by China’s ByteDance, is
Work: ¥ 1,67,00,440.80 (Rs. One Crore | | Company is scheduled to be held on Saturday, 13 Februady, 2021 at Depreciation and 2658) 2739 290.00| 7959 87.00( 12467 also aiming to roll out the ability for brands to show-
B e ety B e £, | | 01:00 P.atthe Company's Registered Offce, interalia, to consider and expense case catalogues of their products on the platform, the
2 0.00/- (The Bidders should submitied| | @pprove Unaudited financial results of the Company for Quarter ended Other expenses 228.11) 149.16] 192.00| 443.46| 613.73| 91412 report said.

Bid securily Decaration in iev of Bd | 395t December, 2020, The said Notice may be accessed on the Total - 562.09| 484.99| 530.00 | 1,267.42| 1,980.79 | 2,376.26 The applsalso said to be rolling out'livestreamed”
& Time of closing of tender and| | Company's website [www.sawacabusiness.com] and may also be| |3 |Profit before tax 61.69] -63.08] 37.00] -96.68! 62.82 45.49 h ,amobile phone version of television shop-
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Rahul Gandhi on two-day Rajasthan
tour
Jaipur,

Veteran Congress leader Rahul Gandhi will be on
a two-day tour to Rajasthan on February 12 and 13
and will be addressing a number of 'Kisaan Sammelan’
in Hanumangarh and Shri Ganganagar districts.

On February 12, he will address farmers in
Hanumangarh district’s Pilibanga town at 11 a.m.Then
at 2 p.m., he will address farmers in Padampur in Shri
Sanganagar district. State Congress president Govind
Singh Dotasara on Sunday took a tour of
Hanumangarh to make arrangements for the Kisaan
Sabha to be addressed by Gandhi.

India emerged as pharmacy hub
during Covid-19: Modi
New Delhi,

Replying to the Motion of Thanks in the Rajya
Sabha on the President’s address, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Monday said today scientists are
working on’mission mode’as aresult the world’s larg-
estvaccination drive is taking place in the country and
India is emerging as a pharmacy hub for the world
during the Covid-19 pandemic.He said,"Earlier small-
pox and polio posed a grave threat.A lot of hardwork
was done to bring out a vaccine for these diseases.
Today, we have made vaccines for coronavirus in short
span of time. The world’s largest vaccination drive is
going on in India.”

Madrasa teacher arrested in Kerala for
killing son
Thiruvananathapuram,
Amadrasa teacher has been arrested in Kerala for
allegedly killing her 6-year-old son by slitting his
throat, the police said. The shocking incident took
place in Palakkad in the early hours of Sunday. The
arrested teacher, Shahida, 30, is said to be pregnant.
The deceased has been identified as Amil. The woman
was booked under section 302 of Indian Penal Code.
Palakkad Superintendent of Police RViswanathan told
IANS:“We have arrested the lady and booked her un-
der Section 302 of IPC. However, we are probing all
aspects of the case and will press more charges on
her if required.”
lggy Azalea wishes she had longer
legs
Los Angeles,
Iggy Azalea wishes she had longer legs.The rap-
per shared her desire with fans in a tweet she has
posted.”l wish | had long a** legs but all | got is this
long a** back,” joked the singer in her post on the
microblogging website. Azalea, who is known for
tracks such as "Fancy’;“Kream” and “Lola’ also shared
that she has problems with her hair.In an earlier tweet,
she revealed that she fears she will pull it out by acci-
dent.”l absolutely hate trying to Get glue out of my
hair without going bald,” wrote the 30-year-old, who
has over seven million Twitter followers. Last month,
the rapper had revealed she owes her success to her
mother."The reason why | achieved anything in life is
because my mom always gassed me up and I'm do-

ing the same for my baby whatever he does I'm his #1
Qay one fan.” J

Yogi reviews development
projects in Varanasi

Varanasi,
Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
has directed officials to en-
sure thatall 123 projects in
Varanasi are completed
within the specified time,
maintaining the quality
and initiating all safety
measures.

The Chief Minister re-
viewed the progress of
projects worth Rs 9,175.77
crore at a meeting, late on
Sunday evening, and said
that new milre will be com-
pleted by Festones of de-
velopment were being set
in Kashi, the constituency
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, whichis now emerg-
ing fast on the global can-

as.

Officials informed the
Chief Mre will be com-
pleted by Finister that 10
projects worth Rs 137.87
crore have already been
completed in January
while 14 projects of Rs
201.69 crore will be com-
pleted by February end
and 28 projects worth Rs
1,166.65 crores, including
Rudraksh International
Convention Centre being
built with the cooperation
of Japan, will complete by
March end.

The national highwa
widening projects, incluzl
ing the Varanasi-Jaunpur
(part of Lucknow highway),
Varanasi-Gh and

complete in June and July,
while the rail over bridge

on the Kapsethi-Bhadohi
road will complete by June

nd.

The Chief Minister also
sought details of progress
in the Kashi Vishwanath
Dham corridor project,
which will be completedin
August.

He sought information
on other projects, includ-
ing laying of lines for piped
gas supply, CNG stations,
parking zones, hospital,
hostel, residential, educa-
tional institutions build-
ings and Ghat beautifica-
tion.

—FRcm K

National

Anganwadi Workers protesting under the banner of CITU to press their demnds, in Shimla.

Delhi cop saves senior
citizens trapped in fire

New Delhi,
A Delhi Police con-
stable risked his life to save
two senior citizens, who
were trapped on the terrace
ofabuilding that caught fire
in South Delhi’s Greater
Kailash.

ConstableVikram wasin
the rescue team of the po-
lice staff that responded to
a fire call in a building on
Sunday in Greater Kailash.

Onreaching the spot,he
found that the fire was on
the first floor of N-170 and
it was very intense and the
main gate of the road lead-
ing to the Block was locked.

C Vikram
broughtahammer from the
nearby shop and broke the
lock so that the fire tenders
could reach the spot to
douse the fire,and also us-
ing his presence of mind he
cutthe supply of the PNGin
the house.

The crowd gathered
near the spot told Con-
stable Vikram about the
presence of two senior citi-
zen couple stranded on the
terrace of the house that
was on fire.

“He quickly reached the
roof and managed to

citizens.He lifted the female
senior citizen on his shoul-
ders,” Atul Thakur, Deputy
Commissioner of Police said.

“My son-in-law Vinayak
and Constable  Vikram
showed courage after we
were struck at the terrace of
the building when the fire

got massive. Constable
Vikram carried me on his
shoulders to rescue me to
safety,” said the elderly
woman.

He also helped other
residents on the second and
third floor of the burning
building to escape the rag-
ing flames.

Javedkar blames Punjab stubble

burmn’g

ew Del

Replying to a supple-
mentary question on the
situation of air quality in
Delhi, Union Minister of
Environment  Prakash
Javadekar said that the
main reason behinroblem
of Delhiis that it had dete-
riorating air quality in the
national capital in the
month of Septmeber to
November is the stubble
burning in Haryana and
Punjab.

He said that stubble
burning in Punjab has in-
creased by 75 per cent this
year while it has increased
by 25 per cent in Haryana.

Union government has

for E)ollutlon in Delhi

spent huge amount on
providing 40,000 ma-
chines to the states but
they are used seldom.The
wind during September to
November is eastward due
to which the pollution in-
creased in Delhi, the min-
ister added.

The government said
that the problem of Delhi
is that it has alluvial soil
which results in the dust
while the city’s like
Bangaluru have rocky soil.

The AQI on Monday in
Loni, Ghaziabad and Delhi
was reported to be 456
and 393 respectively,
which falls under hazard-
ous category.

Telangana

Name baby elephant born
in Dudhwa & win gift

Lakhi Kheri (Uttar Pradesh),
An elephant calf was welcomed in the Dudhwa Tiger
Reserve and DTR officials welcome suggestion for her name.

The calf was born on February 3, more than two years
after 10 elephants were translocated from Karnataka to
Dudhwa tiger reserve’s South Sonaripur range.The Dudhwa
forest staff are ecstatic with the new arrival and are getting
ready to name the calf born to ‘Teresa’.

The birth is a sign that these pachyderms have finally
settled in their new environs.

The Dudhwa staff said that elephants have acclimatized
to different weather, food conditions and have even learnt
to respond to commands in Hindi, instead of Kannada.

Officials have invited suggestions for the new born’s
name from tourists and wildlife enthusiasts. A surprise gift
is being offered for the best name suggested.

DTR's Field Director Sanjay Pathak, said, "Anyone can
suggest a name for this calf. Our veterinarian is keeping a
constant eye of the condition of the new born and its
mother. All the facilities needed are being provided,”

Teresa is the first cow to conceive after the transloca-
tion in May 2018. Last year, a wild bull elephant who had
gone ‘musth’ came near the camp searching for a mate.
Teresa was released and returned after four days.

olice resort to lathicharge

after chaos on disputed land

Hyderabad,
TheTelangana police on
Sunday resorted to baton
charge to disperse BJP
workers after they attacked
sheds on a disputed land in
Suryapet district.
The incident occurred

Bandi Sanjay’s ‘Girijan vate company.When police

Bharosa Yatra’.

Trouble broke out when
Sanjay along with BJP work-
ers visited the land at
Peddaveedu in
Mathampalli. The party
workers removed the sheds

during BJP state president

All Rafale jets to be inducted
by April 2022: Rajnath

New Delhi,

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on Monday told the
Rajya Sabha that all sanctioned Rafale fighter jets will
be inducted into the Indian Air Force by April 2022. By
March this year, 7 Rafales will be inducted. The IAF till
date has 11 of the ace fighter planes.

Three Rafale combat aircrafts landed in India on
January 27 night after flying non-stop from France, an
Indian Air Force official said. The three jets added to the
then fleet of eight Rafale aircrafts.

It was the third batch of Rafale aircraft that landed
after ﬂylng over 7,000 km from the Istres air base in
France and used in-ﬂight refuelling.

The Rafale combat aircraft is manufactured by
French company Dassault Aviation. India received the
first batch of five Rafale aircraft on July 29,2020 which
wereinducted into the 17‘Golden Arrows’ Squadron on
September 10 at the Ambala Air Base last year.

The second batch of three Rafale combat aircraft
arrived in India on November 4, 2020. India had signed
an inter-governmental agreement with France to pro-

erected on the land by a pri-

cure 36 Rafale jets at a cost of Rs 59,000 crore.

tried to stop the BJP activ-
ists, they resorted to stone
pelting injuring four police
officers.

Police then resorted to
baton charge to disperse
the protestors.

Meanwhile, Sanjay con-
demned the police lathi
charge. He said that BJP will
continue to fight for the
rights of tribals o
GurrampoduThanda whose
lands were illegally occu-
pied by TRS leaders.

Sanjay said BJP will allow
KCR led government to sup-
press people’s voice.

The BJP leader took to
Twitter to mount a scathing
attack onTRS.He suggested
to Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao to
present a separate budget
for lathis and jails."TRS gov-
ernment calls it friendly po-
lice but in practice it is lathi
police,” he said.

Referring to TRS elec-
tion symbol car, Bandi
Sanjay said the time has
come to scrap the car.”The
central government has
made a legislation to scrap
car which have become 20
years old. TRS car is also
completing 20 years. This
sh%uld alsobe scrapped,”he
said.

Covid tally crosses 4-lakh mark in Bengaluru

Bengaluru,
The Covid tally in
Bengaluru crossed the 4-
lakh mark, with 250 testing
positive in a day and taking
the city’s virus tally to
4,00,565, including 3,897
active cases, said the state
health bulletin on Sunday.
As the epicentre of the
virus in Karnataka,
Bengaluru accounted for 43
per cent of the state’s Covid
tally of 9,42,518 tally, includ-
ing 5,969 active cases from
across the southern state
since the pandemic broke
out in March, 2020, the bul-
letin said on Sunday.
“With 250 patients test-

ing posmve on Saturday, the
city’s Covid tally increased
t0 4,00,565, including 3,897
active cases, while recover-
ies rose to 3,92,263, includ-
ing 288discharged on Sun-
day,”said the bulletin.

In all, 487 new cases
were reported from across
the state on Saturday,

Of the 3 patients suc-
cumbing to the infection, 2
were from Bengaluru and 1
Mysuru during the last 24
hours.

Of the 141 patients in
the intensive care units
(ICUs), 72 are in Bengaluru
and 10 in Mysuru, with the
rest spread in the remaining

Rupesh Singh murder: Rituraj’s wife
blames police for framing husband

Patna,

The family of Rituraj

Singh, accused in Rupesh

Kumar Singh murder case,

blamed Patna pollce for al-

legedly pressurizing on him
to admit the crime.

Wife of Rituraj, Sakshi
Singh, on Sunday evening
said,"Patna police is pressur-
izing my husband to accept
the murder which he had
not done.He has nothing to
do with the murder of
Rupesh Kumar Singh, sta-
tion manager of Indigo air-
lines.” Kam Adhikar Party
(JAP) president Rajesh
Ranjan alias Pappu Yadav
also met her and other fam-
ily members on Sunday.

After meeting the family,
Yadav said, “The investiga-

Students leave from school after attend for classes 6-8 to reopen due to coronavirus
pandemic, in Patna.

tion of Rupesh Singh mur-
der case is not been done
properly.A lot of top leaders
and bureaucrats are in-
volved in this murder case.
Patna police has framed
Rituraj Singh to save those
big fish.”

The police also allegedly
misbehaved with Sakshi
during the investigation
which is condemnable and
women commission should
look into it as well, Yadav
added.

“We have been de-
manding a CBI inquiry in
this matter since January 12.
After the arrest of Rituraj
Singh, we have said that
Patna police has framed
him. They have found a
scapegoat to save big bu-

reaucrats and ministers.The
family of the deceased had
also demanded a CBI in-
quiry as they are not satis-
fied with the police investi-
gation,”Yadav said.

Patna police had
claimed that Rituraj along
with his three other accom-
plices killed Rupesh Kumar
Singh to take revenge for a
road rage incident that took
place on November 29.
Rituraj allegedly took the
revenge almost 50 days af-
tertheroad rageincidenton
January 12.

28 districts.

Out of 74,230 tests con-
ducted, 3,671 were through
rapid-antigen detectionand
70,559 through RT-PCR
method.

Positivity rate for the day
was 0.65 per cent and case
fatality rate 0.61 per cent
from across thee state on
Saturday.

Meanwhile, 1,758
healthcare workers took the
vaccine,accounting for only
11 per cent of the 16,697
targetted beneficiaries dur-
ing the day.

The hlghest number of
vaccinated  was  in
Bengaluru, with 433 of the
targetted 1,315 beneficia-
ries taking the shot, while
Koppal reported the lowest
number of 129 healthcare
warriors taking the jab and
accounted for only 3 per
cent of the targetted 3,962
people.

Employees working on a machine at a Silk Yarn unit on the outskirts of Agartala.

Varanasi’s Sewa

Varanasi (Uttar

Pradesh),

Uttar Pradesh Chief

Minister Yogi Adityanath

wants to turn Sewapuri in

Varanasiinto amodel devel-
opment block.

“Sewapuri is becoming a
model development block
in the country and the
Arogya Mela is providing

better megal facilities to
the rural population near
their homes,”the chief min-
ister said during his two-day
visit to Varanasi.

He visited schools,
Anganwadi centres,
Panchayat Bhavan and the
health wellness centre of
the model development
block of Sewapuri and in-

U’khand disaster: Army opens blocked
tunnel at Tapovan, rescue ops on

New Delhi,
Indian Army personnel
along with Engineer Task
Force opened the mouth of
tunnel at Tapovan in the
flood-affected ~ Uttara-
khand's Joshimath as rescue
operations continued more
than 24 hours after the di-
saster hit.

A senior Indian Army of-
ficial said:“Rescue work con-
tinued throughout the
night with earth movers by
installing generators and
search lights.”

The rescued people
were given medical aid at
the field hospital created by
the army at the site.

Indian Air Force helicop-
ter sorties were carried out
for insertion of rescue teams
before first light.“Reconnais-
sance of higher reaches
were also made to detect
any avalanche threat,"said a
senior officer.

Around 150 people
were feared dead in the
flash flood that devastated
the National Thermal Power
Corporation (NTPC) Limited
project on river Dhauli
Ganga near Tapovan.

“An avalanche near
Tapovan in Uttarakhand has
damaged a part of our un-
der construction hydro—
power projectin the region.
While rescue operation is
on, situation is being moni-
tored continuously with the
help of district administra-
tion and police,” the NTPC
said in a statement on Sun-
day.The flash flood occurred
in river Rishi Ganga near
Joshimath around 10.45
a.m. on Sunday after a part
of a glacier fell in the river
exponentially increasing its
volume.Due to this, the Rishi
Ganga hydro project near
Reni village was completely
devastated.

The Border Road
Organisation (BRO) bridge
on Joshimath - Malari high-
way was also completely
washed away.

“There were six grazers
with their livestock and they
werealso taken away by the
flash flood,” said local ad-
ministration.

Rishi Ganga meets
Dhauli Ganga near Reni vil-
lage due to which Dhauli
Ganga also flooded. Around
six houses of the village also
washed away.

Further two bridges
connecting villages on the
other side of river also got
washed away.

The BRO has managed
to clear and reopen the
Rishikesh-Joshimath-Mana
road which was blocked at
Hathipahad due to the flash
flood.

The National Disaster
Response Force.

spected the Arogya Mela.

The Yogi Adityanath
government has made 87
villages of Sewapuri block,a
role model of development
in just four months.

The Sewapuri block has
also become a centre of na-
tional discussion, as the NITI
Ayog has connected the

ur model development block

population of 2.37 lakh of
these villages with basic fa-
cilities as well as state-of-
the-art facilities, including
broad band and WiFi in 21
clusters for continuous de-
velopment and monitoring.

A mini secretariat has
also been constructed in all
the Gram Panchayats.

TeIangana’s Covid recovery
rate improves to 98.83%

Hyderabad,

Telangana’s Covid re-
covery rate improved fur-
ther to 98.83 per cent with
197 more recoveries during
the last 24 hours.

The state has been con-
sistently witnessing more
recoveries than the new
cases. The recovery rate is
higherthan the national av-
erage of 97.2 per cent.

The fresh recoveries
pushed the cumulative
number to 2,92,229.

According to the direc-
tor of public health and fam-
ily welfare, the number of
active cases dropped to
1,842 including 751 who are
in home/institutional isola-
tion.

The state reported 101
new Covid-19 cases and two
deaths during the last 24
hours. The new cases
pushed the state’s cumula-
tive tally to 2,95,682 while
the death toll moved to
1611,
The fatality rate re-

mained 0.54 per cent
against the national average
of 1.4 per cent. While 44.96
per cent of the deaths oc-
curred due to Covid, 55.04
per cent had comorbidities.

Like every weekend
there was a drop in number
of Covid cases. A total of
18,252 samples were tested
against 40,000-45,000 tests
on weekdays.

The daily count in
Greater Hyderabad
dropped to 24.Rangareddy
districtlogged 10 cases.Ten
districts reported zero cases
while in the remaining 21
districts the daily was in
single digit.

During the last 24 hours
that ended 8 p.m. Sunday,
8,030 samples were tested
in government labs, 2,190
tests were conducted in pri-
vate labs. With this the cu-
mulative number of tests
conducted in the state rose
to 81,22,516. Tests per mil-
lion population climbed to
2,18,229.
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Date: 08/02/2021
Place : Ahmedabad

Lossin aecordance wllh Ind-# AS Rules / As Rules whichever is applicable.
.Z. Leasing and Finance Ltd.
sl- Pravinkumar K. Patel (DIN - 00841628)
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60 001, dwaude @ a@d a1 adlolad gdlea WRBR W WeR sl edl. aid : & 3ogei, 2021 Svll 320 o PARAMOUNT COSMETICS (INDIA) LIMITED
[ ed 20 2dlzuni Ana n Registered Office : 2211/ A-1, llird Phase, G | D C, Vapi, Gujarat — 396195
4 CIN : L24240GJ1985PLC008282
‘5 Ul 31_53 2 SR Corporate Office: #902-904, Prestige Meridian-1,9th Floor, 29, M.G. Road, Bangalore- 560001
ul@n 36 — weiaie SRxsel 2322 USsI-L SadoL ueL a2y M durel wi2 Mé2 aller “rrm-nﬁ Sfmu ¢(s) 8st) Statement of Unaudited Financial Results of the Quarter and Nine Months ended on 31.12.2020
el et s | UG ME bR | R R aRR e (A o e Bopen, Lt oy e ) e
s Bomelbo el oS | AGASR 2L ATl HILAS o 2 e 0. : Quarter Ended Nine Months ended on [ P ye2'
o oA Raierd)/eie-2aie)] | oS agkT el e @S Soial v L Particul Mareh 31,
et 0 L e [CIEL IR DIRTECTE R RTTE R ey v 1) 25% SRR 01 o €03, 5A M, NAZA R T2 10, R " articulars (31-12-2020] 30-Sep-20] 31-Dec-19| 31-Dec-20[ 31-Dec-19 | 2020
iy waulia sl 2udl ysu )‘gﬂ‘ “]ﬁ'im‘ e ‘m‘uﬁ’ff"iﬁ“ﬁi‘f‘x&i T e T Ui nsatod Unsuaiod Unstted Onatatoa | Fudiea]
9. HeRPZ R 2L (g 7w s de | 3¢0014 (flar:- 9050 2. PRV NN REE S iy 1 | Revenue from 62359 422.87| 565.00| 1,166.76] 2,039.81 | 2,417.95
i sl ';:“: LT Other Income 019]  -0.96] 200 3.97 3.79 381
AN T o c«wsm) el eors, eoe M oves sa Total Revenue 623.78| 421.91| 567.00( 1,170.73] 2,043.60 | 2,421.76
::f: ::ﬂ:.::—“lx 52 "|_.\|. é].Q‘l o«a mm ewmd' Mwl«’*' T ai \A1E e G1Ga, AW, mam 2 | Expen:
Auzsbo-asiesl Ao Gor 06, kon v | B e Cost of raw material consumed | 140.84| _ 77.23| 148.00| 247.18| 478.65 | 433.08
41l AR et o s e
2020-21 (1) s e sy RSty [l BT e e ——————— by Purchases of stock-in-trade | 5379 S| 5379 - -
el gt i o AR ; 2 okl i e - S0 Al s sl 0 sl Changes of inventories of 3823|2509 200| 2719 239.95| 18462
Baeeliert i A wadl WL B w2 49, | | 5. Bresed sisz 23 52l 4l wanel-zo, Gt a0 5284 e ax.00 sens) - on.00 sens, a'sz AR i vad fnished goods and
[ B a9z Rl -2, wligawua| | el xad s ot nsbous el st il 582 v it s, ) ey e s e st gt ot i inished goods an
Sauilbe Sardla (£ m“ 5 i o o Buges Qe [ T A B ool e e sea 3, G o i 3 s 2 w2 PP Wy work-in-progress
ean, S, J N Seuaell el i Rl sl Gu2 yeida anfda e Rase wlsa Employee benefits expense 148.85| 103.84] 99.00| 323.43| 381.15| 494.55
Shadin (2) sl e | [ 520 (G9) AR azed| [« tasamiiona 260130 Ravel ol 3 A ude v A sad. saroll
€ 1,67,00,440.80 - ur« S i e | | 4L 53 8 A ug2 AU wwl «mw«mm«w\lwmuwmx\m«gmwﬂmx.;nm uunrw\wumv]q‘«kwquﬂ zn&msuam«wa‘ﬂa«mm Finance costs 55.94 48.49 60.00 147.16| 180.22 225.22
' B nwmdsdla & gtwanest @RS 612 ), 6w 2aidl st Al yansd 4 Depreciation and 2658|2739  29.00 7959 87.09| 12467
oS ol vl 02 62 | o, Sifaaesdon s G e i) i sbond ) 3 st s k3 e o -
: Gl u§ 2l 9 Gudlen 14 e ot 5. g2 il . 6 Othy S 228.11| 149.16] 192.00| 443.46] 61373 | 914.12
2 .. oyt G ke 9, 252 ot A www.ifl.com. dsel 4 as er expenses . X . g . 5
o sttt 020) (4) st ol el || AR AU Aas s o S ot Gt Al AR A 305 5 0
22 el il w} e 40303 | [uat 21 F a5 520 AN gUE | | . 220 Bresse el ag o1l wa Qs suadl, 4 e, 1 & 3] Mtars i 226002 i i g 2t e 200 B, Total - Expenses §62.09] 484.99] 530.00| 1,267.42] 1,980.79 | 2,376.26
Al -“rx 20l 2241 1) Al e Adl 10, Dl Al Uil o AU g2 252 A 252 otoiea Al e Sl 0 A ot A9 25 2 sual, Soindl w2 A6 oy sl 4dl 3 | Profit before tax 6169 -63.08] 37.00] -96.68] 62.82 45.49
ados Qlercis uaie ;;:lwﬂw[hc«mb«m S Sl s s o oo | [T @1DNSE B
. c2o00svucur| | e paia,ekusn-122010 e Less : Current Tax 19.00 6537 |  14.97
200 : omiEiale aiv : oc-or-s0ea 2 witiga witisr), sonclea A oo dhi2s| 'Add: Provision for earlier 2674
year written back
Less : Deffered Tax 2198 -11.40! 2198 -33.15| 444
o e S Ry ———— SAWACA BUSINESS MACHINES LIMITED 5 [Profit for the period (E-F) | 8367 s168] 90] 7aro| sos0| A17r
H 6162, HotE-50000% 2 01 462 22 TCAAEI00 Regd off.: 45, Chinubhai Towers, Ashram Road, Ahmedabad 380 009, o [other iveincome
2laticll ERMllcll Vil AY sH Adedl clllaA Ph: 079 26583309, Email T(Net of Tax)
ol &t (3L Rt 18 52 5 i il 9), vt 59194 R e e, ol e s 2 6 3 A oz ivildl | [ Website : www.sawacabusindess.com CIN : L65910GJ19944PLC023926 ( L _
A0 dstrd s ol e sl /et sl sl s s RS (4 ) ‘Notice of Board Meeting tems thatwil not be reciassified B E - - - 434
(B2 sl 7 AorereAd A0/ el Aol seudofod e 7 43 2l el 52 6. G e (993 g, ayl2s Qi to Profit or Loss"
su2”) atd del i el | dlsami A2 vl dil ee sl gzl g sudledy 42 du sl sl 9, | | Notice is hereby given pursuant to Regulation 29 read with Regulation Remeasurement of net
MR st i Bl ]9 33l 410 1 st ol s 2 A Sl o o s e a| |47 of the SEBI (Listing and Disclosure i N N - b - -
02 gl el sl 5164 g (o) AL Qi o1 6210 a-o2-20% 41317 1A orenddll sls v vz e i i | | Roquations, 2015, that the meeting of the Board of Directors of the efined benefit Plans
Aol a2l 03 g adn ot aveedd 1,00 4ol A3 g ;- g : g . N . . . B
el s S Company is scheduled 1o be held on Saturday, 13 Februady, 2021 at Income Tax relating to
753 | wmaas wmmgm ] | | 01.00 PM.at the Company's Registered Office, interalia, to consider and remeasurement of net
g:gg ::2::;‘“;‘:52 approve Unaudited financial results of the Company for Quarter ended defined benefit plans
Toss]  smaacwden | | 31st December, 2020. The said Notice may be accessed on the Total Other Comprehensive - - - - - -
]?22 Company's website [www.sawacabusiness.com] and may also be Income (Net of Tax)
- o 7 | Total comprehensive
ep- 40188 e Qs accessed on the Stock Exchange website [www.bseindia.com]. o s367| s168] 1800| -7470 30.60 743
g 13339 FOR, SAWACA BUSINESS MACHINES LIMITED ~
ug: 71573 Place: Ahmedabad ! 8 [ Paid up equity share of Capital
Sep- 249326 T e o abar MANAGING DIRECTOR DIN: 02148909) (Face/Paid up Value of Rs 10 | 485.50| 485.50| 485.50| 485.50| 485.50 | 485.50
o o ";‘“;(;“ H | Earning per equity share of
I o 08 e K.Z. LEASING AND FINANCE LIMITED Rs 10 each: _ :
1726437 [atdlz eious wia lun- 7422 ot CIN : L65910GJ1986PLC00864 - Basic and diluted eamings
T226258 [yagia 2fseue st Auy 8014 e Regd. Offce: Destna Chambers, B Kadwa Patidar Wad Usmarpurs, per share 165 -254] 036 -2.09 0.63 -0.24
T asous A = o Ashram Road, Ahmedabad - 380014. Phone : (079) 27543200
e o oo i EXTRACT OF STANDALONE UNAUDITED FIANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE NOTES TO UNAUDITED STANDALONE FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER AND NINE MONTHS
Mar 11296 wet | QUARTER AND NINE MONTHS ENDED ON 31ST DECEMBER, 2020. (Rs.in Lacs) ENDED ON DECEMBER 31, 2020
5 1ov- 9911 e 5 Guaer T Quarer TNmaonms] | - The unaudited Standalone Financial resuts have been reviewed and recommended by the audit comitee at ts meet-
Lo, 275 ol No. Particulars cndogon | endodon | endedon ing held on February 5, 2021 and approved by the Board of Directors at its board meeting held on February 5, 2021
g Euspue o hiar Ta07e e 31/12/2020 | 31/12/2019 | 311212020 . . ) ) ) )
16557 e At ETE e e (unaudte) | (Unauson) | unausited) | | 2. The requrementof AS-17th Seqment Reportg'is o applicabieto the Company st engagedinsnge business
25 12156187 'l gt u 26208 arie - segmen
& xsswsj:s (TP am sen- 21810 W ; L“e‘f:,'r’;f:',“‘i;’g{‘,gr"ﬁ": e 39.75 42.97 | 10287 3. The above unaudited Standalone Financial results have been prepared in accordance with the guidelines and account-
1728935 [ ED 9665 ECZPRITETy Toatbre T ey o ot ing standards as issued by the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) and the Indian Accounting Standards (Ind
T — oo 2 vzl o s oma) 1407 oas2 | 2a82 AS) presaribed under secion 133 of the Companies Act, 2013
o el oo zo T — 3| Net Profit (Loss) for the period 4. Estimation of uncertainties relating to Global Pandenic (COVID-19)
A A e s 2] peforeta (e axceptonl The company has, based on the information available, taken info account the possible impacts of COVID-19, including
=y b S ot T 6.28 2452 | 1643 on the carrying amounts of financial and non-financial assets, and as per the current assessment of the company, there
ity s Mt TS ST 4| Not Profit / (oss) for i befod is no matertal impact in respect of these in the preparation of the unaudited quarterly standalone financial resuls (‘the
Fem TS 1165  tax 6.28 1083 | 1643 statement’). However, the impact of COVID-19 on the Statement may differ from that estimated as at the date of
FIERPETEET 25:5e0- s0882 5| Totel C Income for the approval of the Statement and the company will continue to monitor the uncertainties caused by the COVID-19 to assess
s o vazd 27.0ec 32331 poriod (Comerising Proft / ose) for the impact on our future economic conditions.
el el s Jun 18295 the period (after tax) and other 5. Previous period's figures have been regroupedire-classified wherever necessary to make the same comparable.
2‘;‘{;’; 3‘;32 Income (after tax) | 118.60 9.38 337.18 6. The Other Expenses for the quarter also includes Foreign Currency transactions and translations gain of Rs. 0.34 lakhs
29.Au; 39610 6| Paid-up Equity Share Capital [ 304.12 304.12 | 304.12 as against loss of Rs. 3.41 lakhs during the previous quarter.
S 13397 7| Reserves (exciuding Revaluation 7. The company is not having any subsidiary, associate or joint venture; therefore, it has prepared only standalone results.
14-Now- 19671 gﬂ{gfg;ﬁﬂ "‘;’r‘e Balance 8. Pursuant to the Taxation Laws (Amendment) Ordinance, 2019 issued on September 20, 2019, corporate assesses have
1 ov i 18511 Ak SO Y e been given the option to apply lower income tax rate with effect from Aprl 01 2019, subject o certain conditions specified
10189708 }‘W‘“ oz zanll 31Dec: 7988 Gt wtscr Carmings pr Sharc (of .o each) therein. The Company has carried out an evaluation and based on its forecasted profits, believes itwill not be beneficial
Las [ sssate Jaufa | wsen ] 57756, Gt worgeen {“é‘“" e erng P |y 0.65 0.53 for the Company fo choose the lower tax rate option in the near future. Accordingly, no effect in this regard has been
W “oxii @ A vad D B A R At HIREl i R uadl A 2t sl g, Yao, Bz, v asio and Dilute ‘ - - considered in measurement of tax expense for nine months ended on December 31, 2020. Management, however, will
izt ol HARR e A8 5ull ol ) 243 868 wer aig dtiad) 4. Hieel e, geal, 322, @74 RA A [ [Notes (1) The above is an extract of the detailed format of Third quarter ended continue to review ts profitabilty forecast at regular intervals and make necessary adjustments to tax expense when
e, st 4 stz ou el el el s el A sl ndal e sl el s dg iz || Unaudited Financial Results flod wl:h the stock exchange under Regulation 33 there is reasonable certainty to avail the beneficial (lower) rate of tax.
°. {Listing 9. As per requirements of regulation 33 of the Securities and Exchange Board of India, the company is required to publish

standalone unaudited financial results. Investors can view the standalone unaudted financialresults of the company for
the quarter ended on December 31, 2020 on the Company's website www.parammount.com or on www.bseindia.com,

Place: Bangalore
Date: 5th February 2021

the website of Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE).

FOR PARAMOUNT

By Order of the Board of Directors
COSMETICS (INDIA) LIMITED
sdl-

Hiitesh Topiiwaalla
Managing Director
(DIN 01603345)
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